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Hatever thy Thoughts may be of the Author 
of the following Diſcourſe, I can give thee 
Arguments enough, were it needful, to ſa- 
tisfea Rational and Conſidering Mind, that 
He is moſt ſincerely concern'd for the Preſervation &f the 
Proteſtant Religion, and the Univerſal Peace and Quiet of 
every good Subject. | 
He - made ſome Remarks on the Meaſures, which ſome 
of his Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors have taken to Eſtabliſh 
Religion, but could never obſerve, that Penal Laws did ever 
effectually ſuppreſs a Falſe, or propagate the True Religion. 
The many Severities againſt the Lo/ars, from the Sixth of 
Richard the Second, to the end of Henry the Eighth, could 
never put a Stop to the Spreading of their Opinions ; for 
under Edward the Sixth, the witole Nation became Lolars : 
And the Extremities endur'd under Queen May, tho' they 
Damm'd up the Water for a while, yet it was but in order 
to the Overflowing the whole Kingdom ever ſince. Andit's 
to be preſum'd, that there are wiſe Men among the Romax- 
Catholic, who obſerving the miſchievous Effefts of Penal 
Laws then, for ſo they muſt eſteem them, are ſo very much 
ſet againſt all ſuch Ways now, And ever lince Q, Ez. en» 
tred the Throne, a Conſidering Proteſtant will ſee more 
reaſon to conclude, that it's not the making Sanguinary Laws 
againſt the Paps/t, but the Power of Truth, that has hindred 
the Growth of Popery : For, notwithſtanding the moſt vio. 
leat Perſecutions, that have been of late Years againſt _ 
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Proteſtant Diſſenters, they have waxed ſtrong, and their 
Party more numerous now than it was ſome Years ago. 

It's true, maby, to eſcape the Penalty, have wounded 
their Conſciences; and others, who did not run the ſame 
Courſe with them, have been ruin'd, to the great Damage 
of the whole Nation ; but none have been convinced, that 
the Church of Exglazd has the more Truth on her ſide, be- 
cauſe ſhe has exercis'd ſo much of her Perſecuting Power. 
Penal Laws for Religion have occaſion*d great Diſorders 
and Confulions among(t us, but never yet did any good ; 
and therefore it is that the Author heartily wiſhes, that all 
fuch Laws may be ſo vacated, as not t@ receive Life amongſt 
us any more. 

T am very confident, that nothing can afford greater Sa- 
tisfaQtion to the Author, than to ſee the very Principle, on 
which Perſecution is rais*d, ſo efteCtually eradicated, that 
none for the future may be expos'd to Corporal MulRs for 
their Religion ; No, not the Zuaker, Anabaptiſt, Independent, 
Presbyterian, Churchman, nor Papiſt, The Author is afraid, 
that ſo long as the Perſecuting Prixciple lives, the prevail- 
ing Party, of what Perſuaſion ſoever, will make uſe of it. 
Let the Principle then, according to his Majeſty's Royal Re- 
ſolution, be deſtroy*'d, and there are hopes of Peace and 
Quiet to the whole Kingdom. The fear 1s, that if the Teſts, 
which are a Branch ariſing from the Perſecuting Principle, 
be taken off, the Papi/fs will be Empower to Eſtabliſh Per. 
{ecuting Laws ; but what greater Aſſurance can we have 
againſt this Fright, than that his Majeſty, deſigning the Pre- 
vention of all ſuch Miſchiefs, will accept of any Exped/ent 
that ſhall be'offer*d to him,and found ſufficient to ſecure us ? 

The Deſign therefore of theſe Papers, is to prepare and 
diſpoſe his Majeſty's SubjeCts to a Cloſure with what may 
Eſtabliſh our Peace and Tranquillity on a ſure Bottom ; and 
' the Author doubts not , -but that our wiſe and thoughtful 
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Gentry will weigh what is urg'd, and a& as becomes good 
Engliſh-men and Chriſtians, and concur with his Majeſty, 
who deſices to make us all Happy with a Great Charter, De- 
claratory of the Ancient, Con(titution of our Government, 
whereby Liberty of Conſcience may be ſecur'd on the ſame 
Foundation our Civil Rights and Property are, and be ſetled 
amongſt the Inalienable Rights of the Engliſh-man. And the 
Reader is importun'd to conſider, that this is a Deſign, that 
no way lefſens the Church of Exg/ands True Happineſs, or 
Juſt Glory ; for it will not deprive any deſerving Perſon of 
that Communion of any Advantage. The whole they are 
ſought unto for, is, that their Neighbors be not deſftroy*d 
for not aCting contrary to their Conſcicnces, and for not 
proſtituting their Souls to the Luſts of Perſecutors, And 
what Injury is done that Chxre/h, when nothing more js in- 
ſiſted on ? unleſs it be ſaid, that their Happineſs conliſts in 
other Mens Miſeries. And I may be bold to ſpeak thus 
much on the behalf oftlie D:ſſexzers, that they can cheerfully 
forgive all the paſt 'njuries and Wrongs receiv'd from the 
Church of Ezg/andC/:rgy and their Creatures ; 1 muſt con- 
fine the Forgiveneſs to them, becauſe the Wrong was only 
from them. And it mult be Recorded to the Glury of our 
Engliſh Gentry, that they ever hated thoſe Severities, and 
no doubt, having leen the Havock of a vehement Execution 
of Penal Laws for Religion, and of the Exceſles which the 
Proſecutors fell into, will rejoyce to have an Opportunity to 
maniteit more fully their Diflike, by concurring with his 
Majeſty in a Repeal. 

But to return, The Diſſeater, Tam ſure, doth not only 
Forgive, but can eaſily Forget all chat theſe Clergy-men and 
their Adherents have done again{t them, longing to ſee that 
Day, wherein the Lamb may lie down with the Lion, and in 
which Ephraim ſhall not exvy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim. 
God 1s the God of Peace, and he has commanded bane 
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' therefore the Diſſeaters deſire to purſue it. It's really a 


Matter of unſpeakable Grief to the D:ſſexters, when the 

conſider how much ſome of the Church of Exg/and do revile 
them, for ſtudying the Things that would make even for 
their Churches Peace. And what an amazing Conſidera- 
tion mult this be, that the Church of Exg/:nd expreſs them- 
ſelves ſo vehemently againſt the Perſecution of Foreign Pa- 
pifts, and yet are ſo very angry with Proteſt av? Difeavers, 
tor joyning with the Engliſh Papiſfs, in putting a ſtop to the 
Perſecution at home ? For w hilitthey plead for Penal Laws 
againſt the Papits for their Religion, they juſtifie the Penal 
Edits that are againſt Proteſtants, To ſay that none 
muſt be puniſh'd tor an adherence to Truth, but for a 
cloſure with Error, is no more than the moſt violent Perſe- 
cutor will concur with you in ; for they never puniſh'd any 
for a good Work as ſuch, but for what they eſteem'd Evil, 

The whole Controverſie about Penal Laws for Religion, 
muſt be reduc'd to this Head, wiz. Whether it be agreeable to 
the Divine Will,that any Man be puniſh'd Corporal, or deprin/d 
of his Civil Rights for the ſake of his Religiow ? If it be _ 
ry'd, Whether it be lawful to puniſh any one Corporally 
for his being of the Tre Religion ? All will hold in the Ne- 
gative, and yet keep up Perſecution. For the Higher Pow- 
ers eſteeming their own Religion the True, and all other 
Religions Falſe, tho? they are ſevere in puniſhing all others, 
yet *tis becauſe they are of a Falſe Religion. But if the 
Queſtion be ſtated as above, and if it be held in the Negative, 
all Corporal Puniſhments for Religion are laid aſide, and 
Stop put to Perſecution. 

It muſt be carefully obfery'd, that the Proreſtant can't 
have ſo ill an Opinion of the Papi/?,but the Papi/! has as bad 
an one of rhe Proteſtant, and fo long as it is held lawful to 
propagate the Truth and ſuppreſs Error by Corporal Multts, 
the Pepiſts will have as much reaſon for the uſe of theſe Me- 


thods 


aac c.4.* —_ AY. _Y 


EEED YE I- 
% 
F 


I 
- Fd pt p 
( 
- 


thods topropagate what he takes to be True, and ſuppreſs 
what he judges an Error, as the Proteftant can, 

'This then muſt be fix*d, That it is not agreeable to the 
Will of Gcd, to puniſh any Man Corporally, or deprive him 


- of his Civil Rights for the ſake of his Religion. The ſetling 


this Principle will put an end to all Perſecutions, nothing 
elſe can do it. | 

Thus much the Author would inculcate on the Minds of 
his Readers, and is not in the leaſt moy'd by that extravagant 
Queſtion, What, would you not have Blaſphemers and Mur- 
derers puniſh d, if they pretend "tis their Religion to Blaſpheme 
axd Murder ? for *tis manifeſt to all, that the Religion we 
are ſpeaking of, is what leans on Poſitive Revelation, and not 
that which the Light of Nature makes known. W hat is dif- 
cover'd by Natures Light, and is a part of Natural Religion, 
is {0 very manifeſt toall Men, that no Man, without laying a 
Violence on his own Faculties, can pretend, that what is 
really contrary unto it, is a part of his Religion, Tho? thoſe 
Scriptures, from which are drawn the Rules of Cn Re. 
ligion, muſt be acknowledg*d to be ſo obſcure and dark, that 
a Rational Man, who means well, may miſtake their true 
and genuine Senſe, yea tho he has the help of a Guide pre- 
tending Iefallibility, yet Natures Laws are ſo plain, ſo clear 
and manifeſt:to all Rational Men, that there is no room left 
for any ones falling into ſuch Miſtakes as are alledg'd, and 
pretend that it is h1s Religion to Blaſpheme and Murder. Mil- 
takes therefore touching the Senſe of a Scripture, are to be 
retifd by Scriptural Reaſonings ; but ſuch Faults as are 
committed againſt the Laws of Nature, are to be puniſh®d 
by the Civil Magiſtrate : I ſay, ſuch muſt be puniſtd, be- 
eauſe they aCt contrary totheir own Light. 

The Difference between Crimes that the Light of Nature 
diſcovers, and thoſe Miſtakes that are about the Senſe of a 
Scripture, is ſo very great, that we cannot {o argue from the 

; one 
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one td the other, as toinfer a neceſſity of treating thoſe 
who miſtake the Senfe of a Text, with the like Severity 
they. ought to be dealt with, who violate Natures Laws. 
thus much the Author inſiſts on, as what is agreeable to 
the Light of Nature, to the Ancient Conſtitution of our Go- 
vernment and the Rules of Thriſtianity, and accordingly 
forms his Arguments for the Taking off the Teſts, and all 
Penal Laws tor meer Religion, propoſing ſuch Things to. 
Conſideration, as may ſo move the Church of Exgland Cler- 
2y, the Proteſtant Diſſeater, and Roman-Catholic, that not- 
withſtanding the great Ditterences there are between 'em in 
Matters of Religion,they may agree on this one thing,name- 
ly, to Live peaceably together. And that the Papi/ts may never 
be in a Capacity to Perſecute any more 1n this Land, the 
Author makes it his Endeavor to perſuade our Nobility and 
Gentry to concur with his Majeſty in ſetling Liberty of Con- 
ſcience on ſuch a Bottom, that ir may never be 1n the power 
of any to Perſecute. And he is confident that this is the only 
Way to ſettle the Peace of the Church of Exg/and ; for nc- 
thing can {o much endanger her as an obſtinate Adherence 
to Penal Laws and Teſts; which will provoke the Body of 
the Nation to conclude Hey their only Enemy, and that it's 
their Intereſt to guard againſt heras ſuch. A. too reſolute 
Endeavor to keep up her Perſecuting Power, may iſſue in 
her loſs of z44t, and all her External Pomp and Glory. ?Tis 
well known, that it the Pope in Hexry the Eighth*s Days 
had been more yie'ding, he might have kept this Nation 
much longer under his Power ; and it our Clergy will be 
content with their preſent Standing, and part with their 
Penal Laws and Teſts, none will envy their Happineſs. God 
give them Wiſdom, not only to ſee their Error, which ſome 
lay they now do, but to improve the preſent Opportunity, 
by a Chriitian Concurrence with his Majelty ,- in Setling 
their own and the Nations Peace, | 5 
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DISCOURSE 


For taking off the 
PENAL LAWS and TESTS 
About 


RELIGION. 


HE many Diſcourſes that have been, and till 

are about the TESTS, being on a Point of 

the Higheſt Importance, both to the King's 

Majeſty, and to the whole Kingdom, it doth 

moſt undoubtedly become every Engliſhman to 
conſider, with the greateſt Caution, not only the Nature of 
the Thing, but what may be the Tendency,cither of the Damn- 
ing or Eſtabliſhing 'em : And whoever ventures to offer his 
Thoughts about them, muſt remember, he hasa very narrow 
Bridge to paſs over, where one falſe Step will be fatal ; for 
there is ſuch a thwarting of Opinions, as makes the Caſe 
marvellouſly perplex'd and intricate. Some Great Men are 
fully perſuaded, that a Taking them off will prove pernici- 
ous to the Proteftant SubjeCft ; And there are others of as 
great a Figure, who are convinc'd, that in this JunCture a 
ſticking to 'em will be more miſchievous to all, than the 
deſtroying 'em can be to avy. And becauſe of the different 


Apprehenſions Men of a great CharaCter haye of this Lhe -- 
B the 
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the Inferior ſort, are hugely diſtraCted, and in a Commotion 
2mongſt themſelves z which makes it neceſſary todo ſome- 
what more than yet has been done to enlighten and ſettle 
the Body of the Nation on a ſure Baſes, in their Reaſonings 
about it : And I cannot think of a better Method than the 
giving a juſs Account of the Ancient Conſtitution of our Govern- 
ment, and the ſeveral Jntereſts of the KING and PEOPLE: 
For, what is moſt agreeable to that Conſtitution and rheſe 
Intereſts, is undoubtedly moſt ſafe and meet to be done. 1 
will therefore keep to this Method, and in the firſt place 
mention juſt ſo much of the Ancient Conſtitution of the Ci- 
vil Government as is neceſlary to the preſent purpoſe, and 
ris this. 


H E Civil Government muſt be recogniz'd to be a thing 
 þ entire within it ſelf, and of diſtinCt Conſideration from 
Religion, For altho' there may be many Religrons in x King- 
dom, yet the Government is but One and the ſame; and tho' 
there may be great Alterations made on the Religion of the 
State, yet that makesno Alterationon the Government, The 
blending any particular Religion ſo very cloſe to Govern- 
ment, that a change of the former muſt infer a ruin on the 
latter, isquite contrary to the Ancient Conſtitution of this 
Nation, in which the Religions have been various, even 
when the Government remain'd the ſame, unalter'd and un- 
ſhaken. The change of Religion from Heathen to Chri- 
ſtian made no Alteration on the Government, nor did the 
turning it from Popiſh to Proteſtant. Under all theſe Vi- 
ciſlitudes and Changes, the Civil Goyernment (for of that 
I ſtill ſpeak) was the ſame. 

And as Civil Government is diſtinCt from Religion, and 
entire without it z ſo the different SubjefFs and Ends of the 
one and the other makes it apparent. Civil Government, 
in the Intention of the Ordainer, is deſign'd to maintain 
Peace among Men as Men, and is Converſant. about the 
Outward Man, regulating it by that Law which is reveal'd 
by a Light common to Mankind, and maketh uſe of Coercjor 
for the enforcing Obedience ; But the Deſign of Religion is 
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to procure a Peace between God and Man, and its Subject is 


of a far larger Extent ; for it reacheth the Souls of Men, 
giving Laws for their Regulation, which are Sanftion'd 
by Spiritnal, not Corporal Retributions, 

I doubt not but the Intelligent Reader will do me right 
in the taking it for granted, that when I diſtinguiſh Cvit 
Government from Religion, it's meant of that Religion that 
leans on Poſitive Revelation, and not of Natural Religion, 
that liethin an Obſerving of the Laws given us with our 
Being : For it is the great End of Civil Government, to ſee 
that Men frame their Manners in conformity to thoſe Laws, 


and by Corporal Mulcts to puniſh ſuchas violate 'em. But 


the Religion that is founded on Poiitive Revelation, tho it 
comprehends Natural Religion withinits compaſs, yet as 
contradiſtinguiſh'd from it, the chief Duty it requires is 
Faith, which can no ways be forced ; and'being to regulate 
Mens Hearts, it can operate no otherwiſe, but by the propo- 
ſal of Spiritual Enconragements and T hreats, 

Here then do's ariſea Glear difference between Civil Go- 
vernment, and Poſitive Religzon: Theone 1s only converſant 
about the Outward Man , \taking no cognizance of Mens 
Thoughts but in order to the Outward Att; The other is 
converſant about the Hearts of Men. The one therefore 
makes uſe of Coercion, or Corporal Enforcements z the other 
of Spiritual only. If a Man violatgs thoſe Laws that are ad- +4- Feeleſox- 
juſted for the keeping Peace amongſt Men, as ſuch, he is ob- fical Law and 
noxious to a Corporal and External Penalty ; but if his ##* Temporal 
Crimes lie only in tranſgreſſing thoſe Laws that arc _ prom, 
brought to light by Poſirive Revelation, he is only liable to a ;,g5, andro 
Spiritual Puniſhment, not to what is Corporat, vil Ends ; 

{be one being 
Temporal, to inflict Puniſ:ment on the Body, Lands, or Goods ;, The other being Spiritual, pro 
ſalute anim#z. The one to punia the Outward Man, : tbe othey to Reform th: Invaard, And 


this appeareth in 20 Ren. 7. 22. & 10 Ediv. 4+ 10 Coke, Cauirey's Caic, 


Thus the Civil Governmeat (I ſay) regards the Orrward 
Converſation, the Keeping an External Peace among lt Men, 
by taking care that they obſerve the general Laws of Nature, 
and every other particular Law, which cither Cx/?0, or the 
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preſent Stare of Affairs declare to be neceſſary for the good 
of the People. But Religion ref = the Conſciences of Men, 
having only the advantageof Perſuaſion to propagate, or at 
leaſt defend it ſelf againſt Forezgrers ;, to which is added 
the power of caſting all Domeſtick, Adverſaries out of Com- 
wwnon, that cannot be prevail'd with by Perſuaſion... 

The confounding theſe has prov'd miſchievous to King- 
doms, and fo has To twiſting Religion with the Govern- 
ment of the State, /o 4s to make it lawful to deprive the 
Subject of his Civil Liberty or Property for not _— with 
the Religion. Thns much I may ſafely affirm, altho' I 
ſhould alſo (as Ido) grant, that it's the Duty of the Govern- 
ment to encourage that Religion whichit eſteems beſt ; for 
there is 2 great difference between the encouraging Men of 
one Religion, and the deſtroying all of another. Beſides, 
ſuch is the Nature of true Religion, as obliges its Profeſſors 
to be content with Religious (without calling in the Aid of 
Civil) Methods for its Security and Defence. And its no part 
of Civil Governmenttouſe Coercion for the advantage of any 
Religion : Be the Religion what it will, unleſs it candefend 
it ſelf by dint of Argument, it may fall, for any help the 
Civil Powers are bound to give it. And let all the Religi- 
ons ſtand in equal Favor with the Higher Powers, it's not 
to be doubted, but ſuppos'd, that what's True will be found 
to prevail and conquer. And thus much we boldly aſlert, 
according to Chriſt's Doftrin, which aſſures us of no other 
deſtruCtion of all Hereſies, than by the Brightneſs of his 
Coming ; and noother overcoming all his Adverſaries, but 
by the Sword that goes out of his Mouth, viz. the Word 
of God. 

It is therefore to be obſery*d very much to our purpoſe, 
what was the PraCtice of the firſt Chriſtian King amongſt 
the Saxons, as venerable Bede in his Eccleſiaſtical Story ex- 
preſly avers. For Ethelbert (ſaith Bede) after due delibe- 
ration receiv'd Chriſt's Religion, and tho' reſolv'd to give 
the greateſt Conntenance to thoſe who became Chriſtian, 


men cogeret Jet would compel none to receive the ſame Faith he did, be- 
ad Chriltia» Lieving, as he was taught, that the Service of Chriſt ought 


to 


by 
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to be Yolantary, and not by Conftrainr. Now according to nifmum, ſed 


this firſt Record in our Engliſh Hiſtory, I muſt aver, that ſolummodo 


after the ſtricteſt Endeavor I could make for the inveſtiga- G77 55. 27: 
tion of Truth in this Particular for. ſucceeding Generati- one quaſi con- 
ons, | have been induc'd from the whole to conclude, That cives ſibi reg- 
as Government and Religion are two diſtint Things, their ®! cceleltis 


Snbjeas and their Ends diſtinct; in like: manner as True mg 


Religion rejects all Coercive Props and Supports, as what ret enim & 4 
is contrary to ſome ſpecial Rules given by onr Lord eſis Dottoribus, 


Chriſt himſelf 3 Sothe Ancient Conſtitution of our Govern- 2uQoribuſque 


; : ſux ſalntis ter« 
'#] - . ® 
ment is ſuch, as offers ProteCtion to all that demean them vitiom Chrifl 


ſelves like good Subjefts, of what Religion ſoever they be ; ju am 
That Liberty and Property are too facred to be invaded non coaficium 
for the ſake of an Opinton that no way hurts it ; And that debere eſſe. 
the Temporal Peace and Quiet, which is the reſult of an #*4e #i/or. 
entire enjoyment of Liberty and Property, is ſo much the —_— y—_ 
Engliſhman's Right, that no one without unjuſt Yiolexce can © tn 
deprive him of it for his Religion. The truth of which'is fo 
very obvious, that every particular Engliſh Spirit cannot 
but find it as it were engraven on his own Soul ; -for whar 
People under the Cope of Heaven are more tender of Li- 
berty and Property than the Engliſh ? | 

And I am ſure, that the other day a great Lawyer ex- 
preſs'd himſelf very freely touching the Subjets Rights, 
affirming, That as Kings have their Prerogatives too great 
for an Act of Parliament to bound or limit, and as thenexr 
Heir to the Crown has ſo firm a Right to the Succeſſion, that 
no Conſideration of Religion, no, nor that 'of Treaſon it 
ſelf, can be madea Bar to exclude him, for Fara Sanguinis 
zllo jure Civils dirimi poſſunt ; So SubjeCts have their vari- 
ous and different Rights, either by Inheritance, Creation, or 
Ele&ion, anſwerable to their ſeveral Qnalities, which no 
A@of Parliament can diveſt them of, infomuch that if a 
Statute be 4 fa&Fo made contrary to a Funtlamentat Right 
of the Subject, it's void and null ; and if any one in purſu- 
ance of ſuch a Statute, raviſh from -the- Subject his Liberry 
and Property in one King's Reign, he may (as it has been 
heretofore) ſuffer for it in the Reignof another. I infiſt not 

never- 


6 4 Diſcouiſe for.taking off the-Penal 
nevertheleſs at this time-on this Great Man's Opinion, any 
farther than to offer it to the Conſideration of the Learned 
inthe Law, that. (if poſſibly I may, do 4t) they may be pro- 
vok'd to as Enquiry, :and to give the People ſome farther 
Satisfation than he-did, when he'only told me it was ſo 
plain, that inſtead of confirming it by Authorities, he muſt 
defere to the known Rule, viz. 1n rebus manifeſt iserrat, qui 
authoritates Legum allegat quia perſpicue vera non ſunt probanda. 
For let this Opinion beclear'd, 'twill contribute extreamly 
towards the ending: the preſent Controverſie, eſpecially if 
the other thing he mention'd alſo (which indeed concludes 
our whole Argument) be made out, -7iz. .That amongſt the 
Tnalienable Rights of the Subjects, we muſt reckon this, That 
no Free-Man may be depriv'd of his Liberty or Property, 
or any other Civil Right or Privilege, for the ſake of his 
Religion, ſo long as his Religion has no influence on theGo- 
vernment. Let this, I ſay, be made good, 'twill unavoida- 
bly follow, that all the Penal Laws for meer Religion, and 
the Securing the Teſts muſt appear to be ab initio, void and 
null; and a Great Charter -Declaratory of' {ſo much, will 
put a ſtop to Perſecution for evermore for Conſcience ſake, 
and anſwer all the ObjeCtions that can be brought againſt 
the Taking away the Teſts. 

But toreturnz It's my part to enquire more particularly, 
Whether the Damning, or Eſtabliſhing the Teſts, be moſt agree- 
able to what I have declared the Ancient Conſtitution of our 
Government. to be ? And the Solution is caſte; for from the 
Contexture of the foregoing Diſcourſe, we muſt conclude 
for the Taking them off, becauſe they twiſt the Religion of 
one part of the People ſo cloſely with the Government, as 
to deprive the Body of the Nation of their Civil Rights, 
Liberty and Property, for the ſake of an Opinion that hurts 
no Body but its Owner. There are three or four Teſts, 
which do twiſt Religion and the Civil Government ſo un- 
luckily together, that whoever ſcruples the Religious part 
of the Teſt, is immediately eſteem'd an Enemy to the Go- 
vernment. 

The Firſt requires, that they who take it do R—_ _— 

ey 
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they'll never endeavor any Alterdtionf Government in the 
"Church: :The Second obliges'AÞ im Office to Receive-the 
Lord's Supper according to the Church of England, and de- 


clare in theſe Words,: [; 7 [A.-B.' do' declare, T hat 1 dv believe 25 Car. 2. 
that there is not any 7 ranſubſtantiation itz the" Sacrament of the oap. 2. 


Lord's Supper, or in the Elements of Bread and Wine, at, or after 
the Conſecration thereof by any Perſon whatſoever]; '"The Laſt, 
impoſed both: on the Nobility and Commons choſen to Sir 
in Parliament, runs thus,. [| / A. B. av ſolemnly nd fore 
in the Preſence of. God profeſs, teftifie, and declare; That I do 
believe that.in the :Sacrament of the Lord's Supper there is not 
any T ranſubſtantiaeion of the Elements of Bread md Wine into 


" the Body and Blood of Chriſte, at, or after the- Conſecration, 


thereof by any Per ſo9u whatſoever; Arid that the Invocation or 
Adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint ,' and the 
Sacrifice of the Maf, a4 they are now wad in the Chith of 
Rome, are Superſtitions and Idolatrom,} | 

Theſc being the ſeveral Teſts impos'd orrthe: Subjefts of, 
this Realm, thereare theſe ſeveral Arguments which occur. 


tomy Thoughts againft their: continy'd Eftabliſhment. 
I. It's contrary to the Liberty of the Subjett, who with» 
out juſt cauſe'is hereby depriv'd of his Rights as an Engliſh- 


man.. It is the Right of a Freeholder in 
the County , and of a Free-man of any 
City or Town Corporate; to chooſe his 
Repreſentative in Parliament, and the 
Right of thoſe freely choſen, if good Sub- 
jects, which they may be, tho' of a Reli- 
gion different; from that of the State, to 
Sit in Parliament ; and it's the Birthright 
of our Ancient Nobility, and the moſt un- 
doubted Right of every Peer of the Land, 
tho created a Peer but yeſterday, to Sit in 
the Higher Houſe of Parliament, and Ad- 
viſe and Conſent to the: Enatting Laws. 


.. My Lord Cbief-Fuftice Coke po% 
tively affirms, That the Barons 0:uxht 
10 baye 4 Writ' of Summons ex de» 
bito Juſtitiz, jo Sir. in Parliament ; 
and its moſt m:nifeſt, that their Sum 
mons maſt be either of Grace, or ex 
debito : If the former , it lies in 
the Breaftiof the King t9 call whom 
of th: Lords ke will, and (o never 
want an Houſe of Lords for bus Put- 
poſe ; If the latter, thn my Argu-+ 
ment abides in its ftrength, and it's 
the Barons tight to bs C 4li'4 ard Sit 
in Parliiment. 


And it's a known Caſe, that tho' a Man be Excommunicate, 
yet he is not thereby diveſted of his Right to chooſe his Re- 
preſentatiye.z and why, but. becauſe a Man may remain a 


good 
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A Dijcaurſe fo telbng off :the/ Peral 
ood Subjedt and 2 Engliſh-man, altho' thrown out of 
the Church, dee 7 yang enjoy. the Privilege 'of 
an Engliſh-man. And why ſhall not the Perſons choſen, and 
the Nobility, fo long as they ſufficiently demonſtrate to the 
World, that they are true Engliſh-men, and'good Subjects; 
enjoy. their undoubted Rights and Privileges > What be- 
longs to good Subject as ſuch, belongs to.er2ry good Sub- 
fect, andit's a Wropgto rob him of it. - Let there then be 
ſucha Teſt impos'd, 1 mean. a CIVIL TEST, which 
CharaCterizes a good SubjeR, and which a good Subject can- 
not refuſeto. take, and let that, be all ; for that ſurely may 
be made ſufficient andunſcrupulous, to ſecure the juſt Prero- 
ger the. King, and the Liberty and Property of. the 
ubject, which 1s the whole Concern init;thata true Engliſh- 
man, as ſuch, is bound to look after. | 
H, The lmpolition of a Religious Teſt. on the Subject, 
excluding the Refuſers from having any Advancement in 
Places of- Truſt, is 'a Branch of that Do&rin on which all 
Penal Laws for Religionare graunded ; for theexcluding a 
Man from entring on, and a tyrning him out. of any Placeof 
Truſt and Advantage, for the fake of his Religion, is as Pe- 
nal as the taking trom him his Liberty and Property for 
Religion. | 
There isno difference in the general Nature of the Penal- 
neſs of theſe Laws, the difference lies in the particular 
Kinds of the Penalty ; the one is meerly Privative, and the 
other Poſitive ; the one a Caſting 'em out of Heaven, the 
other a Caſting 'em into Hell. The Nonconformiſts rhere- 
fore judge, that the turning 'em out of their Places, was a 
Puniſhing 'emm for their Conſciences, and they reckon it a 
great part of their Sufferings for Religion as well as they 
dotheir Impriſonments. Whoever then is againſt -the con- 
tinuance of the Penal Laws, if he will be confiſtent with 
himſelf, muſt be for the taking away all Religious Teſts, 
ſeeing otherwiſe ſome good Suhje(ts may ſuffer for Conſt- 
ence fake, which is the thing they decry. They may ſuffer 
the loſs of their Civil Rights, as moſt certainly thoſe Lords 
do, whoare excluded the Houſe in Parliament-time. - = 
W 


' Law'and Tell? about Religion. 
how 'thetr ſhall we imagine that any Duſſeater ' that is 
truly and confiderately ſuch, can be for the Eſtabliſhing the 
Teſts? For thereby, whilſt they defire Liberty for them- 
ſelves, they cry for Vengeance on others z and whilſt they 
deſire a Prince of a Religion different from themſelves, to 


. eaſe them, they muſt have Men of the King's Religion con- 


tinu'd under Perſecution, than which nothing can be more 
unreaſonable ; ſeeing, in good earneſt, if they are for the 
Perſecuting others, it's a thouſand to one, but that they may 
tempt the Government to give themſelves the worſt of it. 
It. This blending and twilting Matters Religious with 
the Srate ſo cloſely (as to make a Miſtake in Religion to be 
enough to demonſtrate the Man an Enemy to the Govern- 
met) ſeems ro be a Reſult grounded on that pernicious 
Notion, [ That Dominion # founded in Grace]: For why elſe 
muſt a Man be of the —y that he may have a Share in, 
or | Countenance from the Government ? If Government 
be not founded in Grace, then Grace, or the being Religh- 
ous, is no neceſſary Step to get up into the Government, 
Beſides, according to the preſent PraCtice of the violent 
Aſrters of Teſts, be their Principle what it will, all the 
Conſequences of that Noctrin [| Dominion is foxnded in Grace] 
do naturally ifſve from their Praftice, ſeeing by the fame 
Reaſon a Church-of-Ezgland Parliament excludes ſrom the 
Fayor of the Government all but Church-of-Engtand Men ; 
a Popiſh, Presbyterian, Anabaptiſtical, Independent, or Qua- 
king Pariiament, may exclude all from the ſane, but Men 
of their own Perſuation. And what is more conſiderable, 
the Church of England, ſo long as ſhe 1s for this Practice, 
that ſhe may defend it, muſt inliit either on her being in 
Poſjeſſon, or on a Rigat only upon this account, becanſe ſhe 
is of the true Religion. If on the former, then whoever is 
in poſſeſſion, may have the ſame Plea z and this is ao other 
than what every Uſurper may make : Bur it the later, it 
cannot hold good, unlefs the Government be appropriated 
to Trae Religion, and that none have a Right to Govern but 
thoſe of the True Religion, and all others be Uſurpers, and 


to be Depoſed. And let this be once granted, it will —_— 
C That 
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That, Men of every different Religion judging themſelves 
in the Right, there is, and can be no Seft among us, but 
they may hereby be equally encourag'd to lay a Claim to 
to the Government : And what would be the Conſequence 
hereof, bur a turning the whole Nation into a Flame, a foſte- 
ring Sedition,and all manner of Traiterous Practices againſt . 
the Government (be it either Roman-Catholic, Presbyterian, 
or Epiſcopal) ; for there will be ſtill ſorne, who are of a dif- 
ferent Religion from it, who muſt eſteem themſelves op- 
preſs'd while kept out, and judge it their Duty to be ever 
Contriving, Conſpiring, and Conſulting how they may be 
poſſeſs'd of their fancy'd Right. 

IV. The joyning Religious Teſts with Civil Govern- 
ment, has occalion'd much Miſchief in the Land theſe aſt 
hundred Years, to the impoveriſhing thouſands of Families. 
All the Miſeries which the Nonconformiſts have endur'd 
inthis laſt Age, had their Riſe and Continuance from this 
Pradtice, the mingling Religious Teſts with the Civil: For 
of the Three Articles,- unto which all the Clergy were re- 
quir'd to Subſcribe (and for not Subſcribing which the Non- 
conformiſts were calFd FaCtious, Seditious, and Rebellious) 
when the Firſt touches the Juſt Power of the King ; the 0- 
ther Two are about the Ceremonies and Government of the 
Church. Subſcription now to the Three was ſtriCtly enjoyn'd; 
and tho' the Nonconformiſts declar'd their good liking of 
the Firſt, yet not Subſcribing to the Two laſt,they were Cen- 
ſur'd for refuſing to Subſcribe the Three Articles, and ſo for 
diſowning the King's Juſt Power. And that the Laity 
might alſo beenſnar'd into the ſame Calamity, if Proſecu- 
ted in the Spiritual Courts, tho' if griev'd thereby they 
might Enter their Appeal, yet unleſs they did firſt Perſn- 
nally Promiſe and Avow, that they would faithfully keep 
and obſerve all the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of 
England, and alſo the Preſcript Form of Common- Prayer, 
and likewiſe Subſcribe to the Three Articles formerly ſpe- 
cifi'd and declar'd, no Judge ad Quem was to admit or allow 
of his or their Appeals, and all that thus refus'd toSubſcribe, 
were call'd Fattzous Appellants, Vide Can. 36. & 98. « 
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Laws and Teſts about Religion. 

The like method being obſerved in one of the preſent 
Teſts, wherein the Takers are to promiſe, That they'll not 
endeavor any alteration of Government in Charch axdState : 
And altho' they conld heartily declare they'll not endeavor 
any alteration in the Government of the State, yet becauſe 
they could not ſay the ſame with Church-Government, they 
have been repreſented as Enemies to the State, as well as 
to the Hierarchy, and as ſuch expos'd to all manner of Odi- 
um, Reproach and Ruin. Methinks the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ter ſhould take warning, and have a care they be not in the 
preſent conjunCture cajol'd by their perfect Enemies to 
plead for a continuance of this Uſage. | 

I will in the next place propoſe what may be urged a- 
gainſt the ſeveral Teſts diſtintly ; and ſo ſhew what rea- 
ſons there are for the taking away all of them, 

The firſt Teſt that I ſhall conſider, 1s the Declaration, 
That they will not endeavor any alteration of the Government in 
Church or State. 

By this Teſt, beſides the above-mention'd Inconveni- 
ence, all that take it are as much obvlig'd to the Eccleſiaſts. 
cal, as they are tothe Civil Government ; which bringsto 
wc, remembrance a paſſage I have met with in the Writings 
of a Church of England Divine, who ſpeaking of the Power 
of Parliaments; as, Whether a Parliament might not change 
the Government of the Church? His Reply was, That they 
might, if they could change an Eſſential of our Conſtitution : As 
ifan Alteration of the Hierarchy had been a Subverting the 
government of the Statez whereas nothing can be more clear, 
than that this particular ſort of Eccleſiaſtical Government, 
under which we now are, 1s but an accidental and a movable 
Appendage to the Civil Conſtitution, Thus much is known, 
not only to our great Lawyers, but to the Nobility and 
Gentry. The Biſhops, as ſuch, who are a conſtituent part 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Government, are not God's, but the 
King's Creatures ; and all their Power, as diſtinguiſhed from 
their dealings with mens conſciences by the Word 6f God, 
is derived from the King. The words of 37 Her. 8. e, 17. 
are, That the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and other 

| C2 Eccle- 
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Fecleſiaſtical perſons, have no manttr of Furiſdiftion Eecleſi- 
aftical, but BY, UNDER, and FROM the King's Royal 


Majeſty. Thus it was in the Judgment of King Fames 1. 


Queen Eliz. Edward Vi. Hen, VIIL and upward, amongſt 
all the Princes of the Roman Communion, ſo far as I can 
obſerve. But the ſuppoſing it ſo eſſential to the Govern- 
ment, that a Parliament can't Alter it, as this Clergy-man 
inſinuetes, and to oblige the Subje&t (as this Teſt does) ſo- 
lemnly to declare he will never endeavor an Alteration of 
it , asif the Prelatic Power had its Origine from Heaven, 
and not from the King only ; doth, as I humbly apprehend, 
make it neceſlary for the Government to take off the Teſt, 
and allert their Power, by an exerciſe of it in this great 
Inſtance z which, 1am aſlur'd, 1s a thing the Nobility and 
Gentry deſire to be at, and therefore I need not dwell on it 
any longer. 

The Second, which is impos'd on all that bear Office in 
the Kingdom, viz. | The raking the SGAC RAMENT of 
the LORD's SUPPER, according to the Vſage of the 
Churchof ENGLAND. ] Be the man ever ſo Ignorant 
or Debauch'd, if called to Office he muſt receive the Sa- 
crament, Altho' Almighty God has ordained it only for the 
Worthy, and moſt look upon it as the moſt Solemn and 
Sacred Ordinance of the Goſpel ; yet muſt this Pearl be 
proſtitute to Swine, this Holy thing profuſely given to the 
vileſt of men, ſuch as common Drunkards, Whoremongers, 
Adulterers, and Blaſphemers of God , and that without 
ſcruple; for that there are many ſuch amongſt the common 
Soldiers, and alſo in Civil Officey, is beyond Controverſie. 
Beſides, let a man be a knowing and pious Chriſtian, emi- 
nent for Loyalty to his Prince, and acknowledged by all to 
be a good Subject ; yet if he cannot take it according to the 
Uſace of the Church of England, himſelf muſt be deprived 
of a Place of Advantage, and the Government of his Ser- 
vice. Sothat [ take this Teſt tobe direftly contrary to the 
Laws of God, and the good of the Government z and | can- 
not imagine how any man that has the awe of God upon 
his Soul, and a love to the Government, can conſent _ 

a- 
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eſtabliſhing of it. Eſpecially conſidering, that the V/age of 
the Church of England is to receive the Elements kneeling, 
which is a geſture of Adoration, and ordained to avoid 
Profanation, even before. that .Bread-which: is denied to he 
God, and eſteemed only his Image, which ſome think (and 
therefore refuſe to take it) to be Superſtitious and -Idola- 
trons. But how fond ſoever the Church of England may be 
for the ſetling this Teſt ; yet ſure the Proteſtant Diſſenter, 
unleſs he'll offer violence to his avowed Principles, can't 
be for it. 

Tothis there is added the following Declaration, which 
all in any Office, Civil or Military, mult take in theſe words; 
[1 A. B. do declare, That I do believe that therets not any Tran- 
ſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, or in the 
Elements of Bread and Wilt; at or after the Conſecration thereof 
by any per ſos whatſoever. ] 

This TEST being a part of that which the Peers and 
thoſe who fit in Parliament muſt take, I will only obſerve 
in this place how unhappily it's worded; for, unleſs there 
be ſome Errara's in my Statute-book, a man muſt declare, 
That in the Elements of Bread and Wine there 1s no Tranſub- 
ſtantiation after the Conſecration: It's not ſaid, [No Tran- 
ſubſtantiation into the Body and Blood of Chriſt] but more 
indefinitely, No Tranſubſtantiation at af; whereas, after 
the Conſecration, they are eaten and drunken, and after 
the eating and drinking them there is a Tranſubſtantiation 
of them into his own Fleſh and Blood, in like manner as any 
other thing he eats or drinks is : So that this Teſt being a 
ſolemn Declaration which a man ts to make of his Faith, he 
ought to be more explicit in the wording of it. - Ipreſume 
farther, That had it been matter of doubt in Phyſics, 
whether the Bread be turned into the Fleſh of him that eats 
itz yet it's not ſa clear, that the contrary ſhould be made 
a matter of Faith, and that ſuch, as whoever believes it not, 
munſt be made uncapable of any. Office in the State. 

But this defect being ſupplied in: the Parliamentary Teſt, 1 
will go on to that, which 1s in theſe words; | 7 A. B. 4s 
ſolemnly and ſincerely, in rhe preſence of God, profeſs, teſtifie, 


AN 
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and declare, That I do believe that in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper there 1s not any Tranſubſtantiation of the Elements 
of Bread and Wine into the Body and Blood of Chriſt, at or after 
the Conſecration thereof, by any perſan whatſoever, And that 
the Invocation or Adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other 
Saint, and the Sacrifice of the Maſs, as they arenow uſed in the 
Church of Rome, are Superſtitious and Idolatrous, &c.) 

The firſt part of this TEST, Iconfeſs, is well worded, 
and what a Proteſtant Diſſenter, according to his own 
Principles, may ſafely take, tho' not impoſe ; but how it 
can be exacted from every Church of England man to take 
it, or how they can urge the continued Impoſition of it on 
others, is beyond me to comprehend. My reaſon, in ſhort, 
lies here: The Church of England, in her firſt framing after 
Queen Maries Death, did, in Obedzence to Queen Eliza- 
beth's Command, take ſpecial care to open her doors ſo 
wide, that no one for his believing Tranſubſtantiation 
ſhould be excluded her Communion: And if not deprived 
_—_ of the Privileges of the Church, why of thoſe of the 

tate ? 

The very drift of the Church of England has been to twiſt 
the two Intereſts of Church and State ſo cloſely together, 
that none ſhould have any Advantages from: the State, but 
thoſe who were of the Communion of their Church ; and 
whoever was of the Communion of their Church, was the 
perſon qualified for the entireenjoyment of all the Privileges 
of the State ; and what was not a-bar to Church-Communi- 
on, was none to the being poſſeſſed of State-Privileges. 
Tho' they would deprive men of their Civil Liberties for 
not being of their Communion, yet they never denied them 
to thoſe whom they thought meet to admit to her Commu- 
nion; and indeed, unleſs ſhe will acknowledge that the 
Terms of her Communion, as a Church, are too wide, I 
cannot ſee how ſhe can deny thoſe whom ſhe admits to her 
Communion an Intereſt in the Advantages of the Govern- 
ment of the Land. So that if it has been her care to open 
the way, that thoſe who believe Tranſubſtantiation may, 
notwithſtanding that belief, be admitted to. her Communi- 

on, 
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on, the making this Teſt to the excluding all ſuch Believers 
of Tranſubſtantiation from their Civil Rights, muſt needs 
be unjuſtifiable in the Church of England. 

Burt, in Obedience to Queen Ekzabeth, it has been the en- 
deavor of the Church of Enzlard toexplain the [DoCtrin of 
the Real Preſence in the Holy Euchariſt, in ſuch a Latitude 
of Expreſſion as might indeed take in under it the Notion 
of Tranſubſtantiation. 

Thus much the Queen commanded, as Dr. Burnet in his 
Hiſtory of Reformation reports in theſe words: [ The Quees, 
who inclin'd to keep up Images in the Churches, was reſolved to 
have the Manner of Chriſt's preſence in theSacrament left in ſome 
general | words, that thoſe who believe the Corporal Preſence 
might not be driven away from the Church by too nice an Expli- 
cation of it. | And, as Dr. Heylin aſſures us, the Church obey'd 
this Injunction; For, ſaith he,in his Hi. of Q. Eliz. Inthe firſt 
year of K, Edward, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper being de- 
livered with this Benediction, that 1s to ſay, [The Body of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was given for the Preſervation 
of thy Body and Soul to Life everlaſting; The Blood of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c.)] This was thought by Calvin and 
his Diſciples to give ſome countenance to the groſs and carnal 
preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament, which paſſerk by the name of 
Tranſubſtantiation i the School of Rome... Thu was alter'd 
into this Form in the ſecond Liturgy, that ts to ſay, [ Take, cat 
this, in remembrance that Chriſt died for thee, and feed on 
him in thy heart by Faith with Thankſgiving. Take and 
drink this, &c.] But the Reviſers of the Book in YucenEli- 
zabeth's time joyned both Forms together, [that ſo, according 
12 the Queen's [njunCtions, the Corporal Preſence, by the 
Addition of the old Form, might receive countenance.J 
Upon this ground they expunged alſo a whole Rubric at the end of 
the Communion Service, ia which 'twas deelzred, that Kneeling 
was not in Regard of any Real and Eſſential Preſence of Chriſs”s 
Body and Blood. And, to come up cloſer ro the Church of Rome, 
it was ordered by the Queen's Injunttions, That the Sacramental 
Bread ſhould be made roxnd, in faſhion of, the Wafers as in 
Queen Mary's Days. She alſo ordered, That the —_—_ 
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Table ſhould be placed where rhe eAltar ſtood. So far 
Heylin. 

Beſides, in purſuance of the Queens Orders, in the Come 
munion, in the Catechiſm, and Book of Homilies, there are 
ſeveral Expreſſions countenancing the Real and Corporal 
Preſence, which has been the occaſion of Dr. Moors brief 
Diſcourſe on the Real Preſence ; in which it muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd, that the Doctor putting us in mind of the Biſhop of 
Meanx's Judgment, which was, That the Opinion of the 
Real Preſence is the DoCtrin of all the Churches, . as well 
Reform'd as Unreform'd; The Doftor adds, That he muſt 
confeſs he. has been of this Perſuaſion (ever ſince he wrote 
his Myſtery of Godlineſs) viz. That it is the DoCtrin of the 


. Church of England, and that the Doftrin is true ; And he 


further aſſures us in theſe Words, 1 remember (faith he) 
this I have heard from a near Rtlation of mine, when I was a 
Touth, a Dignitary of the Church of England, and that often, 
Viz. 1 hat our Church was for the Real Preface but for the 
manner thereof, if acked, he would anſwer, Rem ſcimus, mo- 
dum neſcimus ; We know the Thing, but the Mode, or Man- 
ner thereof we know not. And the Aſſurance we have of the 
Thing us from the common Sufrage of the Ancient Fathers, and 
from the Scripture it ſelf,, which impreſs'd that Notion on the 
Minds of our pious Predeceſſors in the Church of God.—Nor can 
we, a4 I humbly concezve, relinquiſh this Doctrin of the Real 
Preſence, without declining the moſt eaſie and natural Senſe of 
the Holy Scripture, as it ſtands written in the Sixth Chapter of 
John, Of which this DoCtor ſaith, 7t #« plain, that our Sa- 
vioug s Diſcourſe in this Chapreg, has for its ObjeCt or Subjett, 
not the Manner, or Way of receiving his Body and Blood, as if 
it were meant of that very Fleſh and Blood on the Croſs, but 
that it was to be receiv'd in a Spiritual manner, which Interpre- 
ters ſeveral of them drive at, but the Objeft of his Diſcourſe is 
his very Fleſh and Blood it ſelf, to be taker (as the Fiſh and 
Loaves were, wherewith he lately fed them) or it is Himſelf in 
reference to bis Fleſh and Blood, which belongs to him as he 3s 
th: Eternal Word. 

Thus far Dr. vor of Cambridge, if he be the Author - 
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the Myſtery of Goadlineſs, from whom I obſerve the Do&trin 
of eas % Fey to be this, viz. That the very 
Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt is preſent in the Celebration of the 
Holy Euchariſt in the ſame Senſe as the Fiſh and Loaves 
were preſent to the multitude miraculouſly fed by them. 
Of this Thing, with them there is no doubt, tho'* as to the 
Manner, how it ſhould be fo, they are in the dark. And 
were not the Fiſh and the Loaves Corporally preſent ? 
How then can the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt be preſent in the 
Euchariſt as the Fiſh and Loaves were, unleſs Corporally pre- 
ſent? And if Corporally preſent, there mult be either a 


Tranſubſtantiation or a Conſubſtantiation- And I have - 


heard ſome Learned Proteſtants. ſay, that of the two, Con- 


ſubſtantiation is the moſt difficult and perplexing. And this, 
Doctor himſelf, unleſs he lays a violence on the very Words, 


of the Text, as underſtood by all Men throughout Chriſten- 
dom, whether Papiſt or Proteſtant, and moreover falls into 
one of the greatelt Extravagances of Plato, cannot eſcape a 


cloſure with Tranſubſtantiation, For he offers nothing to- - 


wards the ſolving this great Phainomenon but this, That tho” 
the Body of -Chrilt is preſent, yet not the Body. Broker on the 
Croſs (tho' the Holy Ghoſt expreſly affirms, it) ; but a 
Body made of Divine and Spiritual Fleſtt arid Blood. every 
where preſent, a Vehicle for the Eternal 'Logos to inhabit : 
So that he is neceſſitated, contrary to expreſs Scripture, not 
to make a Coat for the Moon, but- (God Almighty knows, 
with horror I mention-it) a Coat for the Godhead of Chriſt, 
a Body compos'd of Fleſh and Blood, of equal extent with 
and for the Clothing of Divine Nature ; For the counte- 
nancing which, he brings Grazia a Popiſh Canoniſt (whom 
he quotes aut of Morney) diſtinguiſhing between the Body of 
Chriſt's Soat, which was Brokex on the Croſs, and the Body 
of the Eternal Word or Logos, and affirms, That the Body 
in the Euchariſt is the Oinnipreſent Body of the Eternal 
Word, which is there Corporally preſent. | 


From the. whole then I would humbly propoſe ts the? 


Reader's Thoughts theſe few Conſiderations. 


1, That the DoCtrin of the Church of England, as fram'd. 
| D k._ - 
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by its firſt Queen- Elizabeth-Reformers , is ſo generally ex- 
preſs'd, as to admit of a Senſe owning Tranſubſtantiation. 
2. That in favor of the Papiſts there are ſo many Expreſli- 
ons in their Liturgy, Catechiſm, and Homilies, that very lately 

The Dofor's © Breat Church-of- England Doftor, che Head of a College, 
Book lately With the Countenance of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, is 
Licenſed by the conſtrain'd to hold that the Church of England is for a Real 
Archiſhoy's Preſence inthe ſame Senſe the Fiſh and Loaves were preſent 
—— to thoſe that fed on them ; that is, they are for a Corporal 

Preſence. 3. They cannot eſcape afalling in with Tranſub. 
ſtantiation any other way, than by cloſing with a Notion ma- 
nifcſtly falſe and Platomc. All which carefully weighed, 
Tadyance to this Concluſion, That the Church of England has 
hitherto had ſuch favorable thoughts of a Corporal Preſence of 
Chriſt's Body in the Euchariſt, and ſo much compaſſion for 
the Believers of Tranſubſtantiation, and have ſo far given 
up the Cauſe to the Pap:ff, that they cannot oppoſe Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, without embracing as falſe, and a. more ab- || - 
ſurd Notion ; and that therefore irs now become moſt unrea- 
ſonable for them to make the believing f NO.TRANSU B- 
STANTIATION to be a Condition of our Nobilities en« 
joying thoſe Civil Privileges which are theirs by Inheritance. 
And I doubt not, but when our Proteſtant Lords ſhall in their 

reat Wiſdom have conſulted the Senſe of the firſt Re- 
| Sn in Queen Elzaberths Reign, the Conntenance our 
Liturgy, Catechiſm, and Homilies give a Corporal Pre- 
ſence, on purpoſe to encourage the Believers of 7ranſubſtan- 
riation to come to their Communion, they will ſee cauſe to 
conclude, That it's very hard (were it their own Caſe) to 
be juſtled out of the Rights of Peerage for an Opinion that 
mult lie in their Judgment ſo doubtful. And that, whilſt our 
Clergy are ſo zealous for the Name of Prieſts, and for the 
EreCting and Railing in their Altars, there is cauſe alſo, wh 
a Son of the Church of Englazd ſhould not be for the Conti- 
avation of this part of the Teſt. 

The laſt Clauſe of the Teff runs thus, [And that the In- 
vocation or Adoration of the Virgin Mary, or any other Saint, 
and the Sacrifice of the Maſs, as they are now wid in the Church 
of Rome, are Superſtitions and Idolatrom.] And 


Laws and Teſts about Religion. 


And thatthe Church of England hath no reaſon to urge 
the Continuation of this other part of the Teſt, will appear, 
I hambly conceive, pretty manifeſt to thoſe, who will caſt 
off old Prejudices, and impartially weigh the following Con- 
ſiderations. 

1. That ſeeing the Church of England has taken more 
than Ordinary care to give ſuch a general Explanation of 
the Real Preſence as may admit of a Corporal Preſence, and 
thus much ſhe hath done with a Deſign to encourage the Be- 
lievers of Tranſubſtantiation to joyn with them in the Sacra- 
ment, ſhe cannot eſteem the Adoration of the Sacrifice of the 
Maſs to be Idolatry ; for it's well known, ſhe would be 
thought toabhor the holding Communion with Idolaters ; 
and to this ſhe mult ſtick, or give up the Cauſe to the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters, who ſay, that they dare not hold Commu- 
nion with that Church that will admit known Idolaters into 
their Cominunion. But ſuch doth the Church of England 
admir , in admitting the Believers of Tranſubſtantiation. 
That the Church of England is for admitting the Believers 
of Tranſubſtantiation, who adore the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
has been abundantly prov'd ; whence it follows, That the 
Church of England muſt either give up the Cauſe tothe Diſ- 
ſenter,or declare that the Believers of 7ranſmbſtantiation,tho? 
they adore the Sacrifice of the Maſs, are not Idolaters, and 
that the Adoration of the Sacrifice is not Idolatrous ; and if 
not Idolatrons, how can they oblige all to declare it to be 
Idolatrous, or part with their Civil Rights and Privileges, 
for not making ſuch a Declaration? But 

11. There are ſome great DoCtors in the Church of Ex- 
gland, who affirm, That theWorſhiping what is believed to 
be God, tho” it be not God, wants the Formal Nature of 
Idolatry 3 and it's not tobe doubted, but that the Believers 
of Tranſubſtantiation do verily believe, that what they wor- 
fhip is God, how cau they then inſiſt on their Idolatry ? For 
_ altho' theſe DoCtorsare ina Miſtake, yet before it beſo po- 

ſtively determin'd as in the'Te}}, the Matter ſhould'be fully 
debated amongſt themſelves ; for it's not agreeable to the 
Rulesof Wiſdom, for any _ to impote what is mat- 
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ter of doubt-to ſome of her own Sons, who are Men of 'great 
Learning and Vertue. 
TH. As to- the Invocation, or Adoration of the Virgin 
Mary, and other Saints, it muſt be obſerved, that Prore- 
fants themſelves have different Apprehenſions about the Na- 
ture of the Sin ; and tho' all judge it an Error, yet all don't 
eſteem it Idolatry ; and ſeeing here is not a word of Images 
in the Tef, the Church of Englard will be hard put toit 
to prove it Idolatry ; for if it be Idolatry, it muſt, in the 
Senſe of a Proteſtant, be either Idolatry againſt the Firft, or 
againſt the Secovd Commandment : Not againſt the Firſt ; 
for who arethere of the Church of England that make the 
Invocation of Saints to exceed the Idolatry of the Heathen ? 
The Author of Fulian paralled it with Heatheniſh Idolatry, 
but who makes it more abſurd and groſs? And if it be an 
idolatry only againſt the Second Commandment , ſeein 
Images are not mentioned, how can it be made out, unleſs 
they fall in with the Proreſtant Dilſſenter, and fay, that as 
the Firſt Command forbids all Falſe Objelts, fo the Second 
all falſe Authors and Means of Worſhip, tho' direfted Ul- 
timately to the True God ; and fo grant, that what part 
of Worſhip ſcever has not God for its Author, is Idolatrous 
Worſhip, and thereby for the ſame Reaſon they make Invo- 
cation of Saints Idolatrous, they make a great part of their 
own Worſhip to be ſo too. And ſeeing they are ſo hard 
put to it to prove it Idolatrous, they ſhould not impoſe the 
Belief on't with ſo much Severity, as they have done it in 
this Caſe. But 
IV. Altho' there were Reaſons for the making thoſe 

Teſts when under a Church-of-England Prince, yet there can 


| benone for the continuance of *em under a King who is for 


the Invocation of Saints ; for it's a putting all thoſe No- 
bles, who enjoy their Birthrights, and the Repreſentatives 
of the Nation, to pronounce his Majeſty an 1dolater, which 
15 not according to the Duty of a Subjeft, nor indeed Civil. 
But if the Sons of the Church, who are for the fixing this 
Teſt, ſhould be treated by this preſent Government, as the 
Clergy treated ſome Browniſts in Queen Elizabeths Days, 

it 
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it would be made a Crime no leſs than Capital ; for the Th: Brownilts 
Browniſts aſlerting, That the Church of England was no —— the 
true Church, and that their Miniſtry was no true Miniſtry, ajend + _ 
the Clergy immediately made uſe of their /nferring Faculty, Church, enſue- 
and Argued thus, to the deſtruCtion of ſome Mens Lives : If 1:4 many inthe 
the Church of England be no true Church! (as you affirm) Ns of weir 
then the Queer, the Head of it, is no true Chriſtian, but _ 4 
muſt be ranked among the Infidel and Heathen ; that is, be ze ates 
you do your utmolt to expoſe her Majeſty to the Odium, ed, 1ho' their 
and at laſt to the Rage of the People, and do what in you B9%s mere 
lies, to depoſe her Majeſty from the Throne z And thus it —_ and 
was made a Capital Crime, and ſome were Executed on this _ pans. 


Account. ted at St, Ed- 
But we need not Reaſon it thus with the Church of £x- mundsbury. 
gland ; for without ſuch far-fetcht Conſequences, the very Z4&r's Chron. 
Principles and Practices of his Majeſty are called Superſt- 
2:05 and 1dolatrous, and his Majeſty by a moſt immediate 
Inference publickly declared to be an Idolater : And there- 
 foreI think it the Wiſdom of the Sons of the Church now 
to call to mind what they havedone to their own Brethren 
in the Caſe above, and take heed that they continue not in 
a worſe Crime by a zealous ſticking to thoſe Teſts : For 
unleſs ſhe will give up the Cauſe to the Diſſenter in ſome mo- 
mentous Inſtances, and be moreover guilty of that Brown- 
iſtical Praftice, which ſhe has ſo ſeverely condemned in 
Queen El;zaberhs Days, ſhe cannot be for the Eſtabliſhing 
the Teſts, And this I would leave with the Sons of the 
Church of Ef#{and, that they may fix it on thejr Minds, 
and take heed, that aboveall Men zhey be not too eager in 
preſſing for a Continued publiſhing to the World that his 
Majeſty is an Idolater. It's requiſite, that they remember, 
how tender they have been of the Honor of thoſe Princes, 
that were of their own Religion ; and if they will be as 
Loyal, as they profeſs, they muſt ſhew as great a regard to 
their Prince now, tho' of another Religion, 
When they had a Prince of their own Religion, not only 
the Browniſts were condemned for expoſing the Queeirto the 


rage of the Mobile, by their affirming the Church of Ez- 
* gland 
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land to be no true Church, and thereby making their Prince 
worſe than an Atheiſt; but at laſt they began to draw the 


ids Nichol's ſame concluſions from Non-ſubſcribing , as Mr. Nichols, 


Plea for the n- -n humble Servant of the Engliſh Church, declares : 1 have 
moeent, 


( faith he ) heard it objefied in a Sermon by a Reverend man, 
who now is a Biſhop, that by refuſing to ſubſcribe we make the 
Queen's Majeſty to be az Atheiſt, worſe than Papiſts, and 
namely of No Religion, For ( ſaith he ) yourefuſe to ſubſcribe 
ro the Book of Orders, then"do you make that we have no good 
Miniſtry; yourefuſe to ſubſcribe to the Book of Common- Prayer, 
then makg you that we have no good Liturgy and Service of God ; 
you refuſe to ſubſcribe to the Book of Articles, which contain the 
ſum of our Faith and Doftrine, then do you make that we have 
210 y_ 'Dofrin. But theſe be the Books which her Majeſty 
by her Authority doth ſet forth, and by them ſheweth what Reli- 
ligion ſhe is of, and what ſhe holdeth and maintaineth ; there- 
fore, if there be no good Liturgy, no good Dottrin, no good 
Mir:iſtry, then it follows, that you make the Queen to be of no 
Religion, 

And thus much was urged to prove the Old Nonconform- 
iſts to be Seditious, Rebellious, and implacable Enemies to 
the Queen's Majeſty ; and I would fain know, whether it 
be not as miſchievous to repreſent any other Prince under 
the moſt odious CharaCters, as it is to expoſe one of the 
Church of England's Communion. If it be not, then there 
canbe no Security in England while our Church-men pre- 
vail; for that Prince, whoſe Right it 1s to reign over us, 
is of a Religion different from theirs; that is, in plain 
Englifh, our Church-men are reſolv'd to be Loyal no long- 
er than the King is for the Church of England's Religion. 
But if it be as pernicious to repreſent our Prince, of what 
Religion ſoever he be, under an ill Charatter to the People, 
then do all thoſe of the Engliſh Church, who are for a 
continuing this Teſt, out-do the old Browriſts; for what 
they did was by a remote Conſequence: They denied the 
Government of the Church of Erg/aud to be good, but 
granted that there were many good Chriſtians of their 


- 
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Communion; and ſeeing the Government of the Church is 
conſidered diſtintly from their DoCtrins, and is not of 
the fame Neceſlity to Salvation with their DoCtrins, the 
ſaying, that an aſſerting the Government of their Church, 
and conſequently their Miniſtry, tobe naught, is a Damn- 
ing their Do&rins, muſt be by a very remote Conſequence. 
But in-this Teſt, tho' it be the known Praftice of a Roman 
Catholic to inyocate the Saints, and adore the Sacrifice of 
the Maſs; yet it's not only affirm'd by a few more private- 
ly, but muſt be publicly declar'd by all that will have any 
Intereſt in the Government , that this 1s Szperſtitions and 
Idolatrow, and conſequently whoever is for this Praftice 
is guilty of that Idolatry that is to be abhorr'd of all 
men. 

Thus you may ſee the tendency of Eſtabliſhing the Teſs, 
how much it expoſes His Majeſty to the contempt of the 
Mobile, and conſequently how much it endangers his Perſon 
and Government ; and therefore how neceſlary 'tis to take 
all off. However, 

Toadd one thing more; I humbly think that I may be 
bold in aſſerting, That ſuch is the preſent caſe of England, 
thro' the multiplication of Teſts, that a great part of our 
Gentry muſt be neceſſarily involv'd in the Guilt of Swearing 
one thing, and Declaring another ;, or it muſt be recogniz'd, 
that His Majeſty, withovt the Aid of Parliament, may alter 
Oaths and Teſts, and ſo vacate them; or, to prevent the 
King's doing it, 'twill be neceſlary that a Parliament concur 
with His Majeſty in taking off all Teſts. 

My reaſon is thisz Thoſe Sheriffs, that have been Par- 
liament-men, muſt take an Oath contradictory to the Par- 
liamentary Teſt : For by the One he muſt declare, That 
he believes that there is no Tranſubſtantiation, and that the 
Invocation of Saints is Superſtitious, &c. 'and by the Other 
he muſt ſwear, That he willendeavor the Extermination of 
all thoſe who do thus believe as juſt before he profefled to 
do. For the Sheriff's Oath runs thus: Te ſhalt do all your 
pain and diligence to deftroy and makg to ceaſe all manner of He- 
reſies and Errors, commonly called LOLLAKS, within your 
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Bailiwic from time to time, to all your power, Now, . 
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Tritem.chron. Now, whatever may be the reaſon of the name Lollardy, 
o <a». 46g as whether it had its Riſe from one Walter Lollard, who was 
PIgum-275* burnt at Cologn for an obſtinate Adherence unto his Opini- 
Lollardiz fic ONS, as 1rite-444 1n his Chronicle reports z or from Loljum, 
dictx a Lolio, a Tare or Weed, that proves prejudicial to the Wheat, as 
quia ficut Lo- our Lindwood has it.; it's palt doubt that the Doctrins of 
_=_ nit Wjckl:f were called LOLLARDY, and whoever em- 
egctes,{icLol- ET 
lardi multot;» Þraced them were called LZolarsz that is, whoever held, 
es inficiunt fi- That Images ought not tobe worſhiped ; that the Relics of Saints 
delesfimplic-s oght xot tobe adored ; that after the Conſecration in the Maſs 
inter quos there remained Bread ;, and that the Natural Body of Chriſt is 
infor * not there; whoever held theſe Propoſitions were L O L- 
Provinc, ds LARS. Herethen lies the Oppolition between the Par- 
kzret. c. fina- liamentary Teſt and the Sheriff's Oath; by the former you 
liter. ver. declare to believe, That there is no Tranſubſtantiation, 
— — and that Invocation of Saints is Superſtitiousz by the other 
you ſwear, That to the utmoſt of your. power you will en- 
deavor. to exterminate all ſuch as do nor believe Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, or do hold that Invocation of Saints, or Ado- 
ration of the Sacrifice of the Maſs, is Superſtitious. So 
that, as the matter is thus ſkated, the Proteſtant Gentry 
who carefully conſider theſe things muſt needs be marve- 
louſly perplex'd in their thoughts about it, and afraid left 
they contract on them the odious Guilt of ſwearing they will 
do what they declare they ought not to do. 

There are, lI confeſs, two ways taken by ſome to ſolve 
this difficult appearance ; but whoever inſiſts on either, 
will find himſelf ſtill more and more involy'd. 

Noſtro xroac. The firſt is what Sir Henry Spelman in his Gloſſary ſug- 
Cipiunt Lollzr- peſts, who tells us, That ſome by LOLLARDY un- 
-” are derſtand any Religion contrary to what is by Law eſtabliſhed ; 
24verſanr;bus. and conſequently the Popiſh Religion, whereby the diffi- 
eoq, vetus Sa- Culty is removed; for by this Interpretation the Sheriffs 
cramentun do {wear they'll extirpate.the Religion of thoſe who believe 
Vicecomitum T7ayſubſrantiation, and are for the Adoration of the Bleſſed 
- proſequen- 17,,: : Butthen it muſt be added, that beſides the ill ten- 
os Lollardos & , 
furatorum,ho dency the Oath, thus interpreted, may have on the Go- 


die attrahunt. vernment, eſpecially with reference to the Sheriffs of Low- 
verb. Lollardiz. am 
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don nnd” MGddleſe>, within whoſe Bailiwic His Mije- 
ſty reſides, this way of altering 'the' genuine ſenſe of 
words: necefſarily- introduces and juſtifies / the groſkft 
Equivoeatrons: For Lolardy did never in any other Wri- 
tings heretofore, nor at this day, fignifie any ſuch thing 
as 13 here pretended, and this ſenſe of the Oath is quite 
contrary to the natural and genuine import of t 
words. And if Church-of- England-men may take an Oar 
in'a ſenſe ſo contrary to the true intent and meaning of 
it, why may not the Papiſts, and whilſt they are taking 
Church of England Teſts intend a Popiſh' ſenſe ? For thus 
"tis with our Sheriffs; they take a Popiſh Oath in a Church 
of England ſenſe, and whilſt they ſwear to endeavor the 
Extirpation of Church of England Doftrins, they mean Po- 
pery. Methinks it's paſt doubt, that if our Popiſh Gentry 

d been ſo profligate as ſome repreſent 'em , they need 
not be ſo much concern'd for the Taking off the Teſts; 
were it not ſufficient that they could write afrer this Church 
of England Copy ? And as Proteſtants by Lo#ardy under- 
ſtand Popery, ſo by [Tranſubſtantiation] might not our 

Gentry mean [Conſubſtantiation,) and by [Superftitious 
and Idolatrous] mean { what is agreeable to the mind and 
will of God?J and then take the Parliamentary Teſt in 
the following ſenſe, thus: f 7 A.B. do declare, That ] do 
believe that > Bo i nd Conſubſtantiation in the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, at or after the Conſecration thereof by 

perſon hat foever ; and that the Invotation' or Adoration of , 
Virgin Mary, or any other Saint, and the Sacrifice of the Maſs, 
45 they are now nſed in the Church of Rome, are agreeable to the 
mind and will of God.) For by the ſame Rule that [| Lollardy} 
ſignifies {Popery,] LTranſubſtantiation) may ſignifie [Conſub- 

ftamiation;) and the words [Swperftitions and Idolatrons] 

may fignifie (what is agreeable to the rind and will of ' God?) 

And if the one'may be without an Equivecation,” ſo may 

the other; ſo that this "Zhporheſss ſolves 'not the' Phai- 
momenon ; it only opens the way to make al TESTS 

of no »ſe, and then no matter whether they continue, or are 

taken away. w Weld 6 
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We will therefore; 'in the next place, conſider the other 
attempt, which is made -byJome to remove this difficulty, 
and it is this; That ſome time after Sir Edward Coke, when 
prick'd for Sheriff, ſcrupled this part of the Oath, care 
was takento reform it, and this paſſage about Lolardy has 
been ever ſmce left out; and that therefore now there is no 
inconſiſtency between the Sheriffs Oath and other Teſts. 
Andiin Anſwer unto this, I muſt acknowledge, That in the 
year 1625. this Oath was cry, and this Clauſe left out. 
But by who/e> Authority? Did any Parliament take this thing 
into conſideration, and make this amendment? No, it was 
done by the direCtion of the King's Council. How, by the 
King's Council ? Then by the Regal Power ſure ; which once 
granted, what need we trouble our heads any longer about 
the Parliaments taking off the Teſts? For if, according to 
the Conſtitution of our Government, it belongs to the Pre- 
rogativero ALTER an Oath, by expunging any momen- 
tous part of it ; nodoubt it's as much within the Circle of 
Prerogative to makean Alteration on Teſts too. 

W hence then I thus argue; The expunging this part of 
the Sheriffs Oath is Yalid, or not : If not, then it muſt be 
Teſtored, and all Sheriffs ſtand bound to ſwear, That they'l 
endeavor the Extirpation of thoſe DoCtrins they profeſled - 
to be far, when they took the Parliamentary Teſts, and ſo 
muſt, as but now I proy'd, beeither involy'd in the Guilt of 
Swearing one thing, and Declaring another, or muſt counte- 
nance the worlt of Equivocations ;. but if Yalid, then the 

egal. Power. can make alterations on Oaths, and fo far 
change the controverted Teſts, as to diveſt them of all their 
ſuppoſed ſtrength : And if the SubjeCts will not concur with 
His Majeſty, who moſt graciouſly deſigns the ſetling the 
Peace and Quiet. of the people in a Parliamentary way, do 
they. not provoke; him t6 the..exerciſe of his Prerogative ? 
And would iit. not: be more agreeable to the Prudence of the 
Aſerters of our Liberty .and Property, to aſſure the King, 
That they will endeavor theirutmoſt to chooſe ſuch to ſit 10 
Parliament as will be for the Eſtabliſhing Liberty of Conſci- 
«ence ona ſure Foundation, and ſecure the Civil Rights apd 
: ri- 
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Privileges of - the Subjedt in/ ſuch a manner,; that they m: 
not be touched for e of Religion ?, - ry 
Thus I have laid down a Scheme of thoſe Reaſonin 
which, in my Opinion, are ſtrong for the Taking off the Teffs, 
and haye, I hope, with ſome Clearneſs evinced; that the Con- 
tinuation of Penal Laws, by which, good Subjets are de- 
prived of their Civil Rights for the ſake of their Religion, 
(and ſuch are the Teſt-Laws) is contrary to the Ancient 
Conſtitution of our Government, which ſecures our Civil 
Rights, Liberties and Properties, from the Aſſaults of thoſe 
who would for Reltgion diveſt us of them ; and that there- 
fore it's. his Majeſty's Intereſt, which very much-confiſts in 
the Eaſe and Quiet of his Subjects, to be for the removatof 
all thoſe Laws : And ſuch are the - Principles of Proceftant 
Diſlenters, ſufficiently diſcover'd by their many Complaints 
againſt Perſecution for Conſcience ſake, that they* cannot 


be for Penal Laws, nor for the Teſt Laws, which are of 


the ſame kind with them ; and indeed, ſuch is their Intereſt, 
that unleſs they improve the preſent Overture, they may 
never have the like Opportunity more, and ſo be expos'd 
to the Curſe of their Polterity, forentaling on them a laſt- 
ing Perſecution, And as for the Church of England, if ſhe 
doth not hold, that Dominion is founded on Grace, and de- 
ſire to be delivered from the Odium of abertting ſo pernici- 
ous a Principle, or of doing the very-thing for which 
condemned the old Browniſts as Traitors, ſhe muſt 'be for 
the Taking off thoſe Teſts, 

And now there remains nothing but the Objeftions agaiaſt 
the Contents of this Diſcourſe, which are to be ſet down 
with fairneſs and faithfulneſs, that is, with that open- 
neſs ard ingenuity which. becomes an'Engliſk Heart, and'to 
be Anſwer'd accordingly. Theſe Obj:Fions may. be drawn 
together in a little room, as they are very happily by the 
Hand of a Learned and worthy Perſon, that hath ſent them 
me, (unto whom theſe Papers have been ſhewn) ; and be» 
cauſe | cannot draw them up more ſhort, and full, 1 will give 
them, as I hayc them. as | 

1 all Laws (faith the Gentleman) the great or chief Ti, 

E 2 which 
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whieh is tobe attended, is the Endof their making, or the Inten- 
tion of the Lawgiver. If the End Telſts were £0 © 
«ll, "who are concerrid 2) taks Rr hed 
Laws that conld be made ; for what could be more openly profane, 
than for 4 Man to renounce the Religion he thinks trac ? But this 
i not the End of the Law ; the End «5, that by the refuſing the 
Teſt, fubb and ſach Men may be hindred from fach and ſuch 
Offices und Employments, which they conld not poſſeſs wirbour 
Dayger to the Publith, : And there can be no Complaint here, but 
of their Grievance in being kept ont | hag, Advantages, which 
elfe they might enjoy. But as for that, an Anſwer 1s in every 
Aonth, that this is the Nature of Laws in general, to reſtrain 
Patticular Perſons from ſome Conveniences (which were tl 
their Right ) for the ſake of the Community, that the Pn 
lick Emolument be promored, or Detriment prevented. There 


* #s #0 Government could ftand but on this Foundation, That 


which is not profitable co the Bee-hive, is not goo for the Bee, 
erAntoninus bas it. Now if the Telt be Repealed, it is ſup- 
poſed we ſhall in due rime have « Parliament irumpt up that may 


. be moſt Papiſts, andthe Popiſh Religion, conſiſting in the Decrees 


of General Councils, confirm'd by rhe Pope : The Council of La- 
teran (we know) bath decreed the Extermination of all Here- 
tics, by which Means, the Nation being generally Proteſtants, 
may come to0 Deftruftion, Popery under Toleration may 
Strengthen ,” but Popery in Dominion Ruins rhis Nation. 
Hnd what can be now ſaid to this with any ſatisfattion, I ſee not ; 
ſeeing really there is but one thing could ſecure us, which 3s, if 
the King would lodge ſo much of his Power in the Hands of ſome . 
Great Men ( whom He and his People both durſt Truſt ), as when 
an At for Accommodation ſhall Paſs, might capacitate them to 
be effetual Guardians of it. In the mean time this being a thin 
not likely, I apprehend the Condition of the Diſſenter to be _— 
at one with that of the Lepers at Samaria. If the Penal Laws 
continue of Force, they periſh ; if the Teſt be Repeal'd, they may 
periſh too upon the Account mention'd, If they ſtay in the City 
the Epiſcopalian will Famiſh them ; if they go ont, the Papi 
knock them on the Head, What they will do, God knows, it 
Put veing Perſecnted ro Death, whether it be by the one, or the 
other. This 
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This is the Objeion thus ſet down, wh@ein are theſe 
Things 40 be conſider'd; Here is one Argument againſt the 
Taking off the Teſts, drawn from the Nature of Human 
Laws; another fromthe State, and Conſtitution of the Popiſh 
Religion, with an Infinvation , that nothing, bur one. un- 

 likely-Expedieat, can be found out for the ſecuring us a- 
 gainlit our Fears, and in the cloſe,a forced Acknowledgment, 
that ſuch are the Gircumſtances of the Diſſenrers, that whoſe 
Intereſt ſoever it may be to Reſolve on the Eſtabliſhing the 
Teſt A&&, yet it's theirs to be for the Repealingit. 

To beftin then with what is aid in regard to the Nature 
of Human Laws; I-grant, that in the compoſing all Laws, 
the good of Private Men is to give place to the good of the 
Public z for it is a Principle at the root of all Politics, that 
Univerſi preſunt ſingults, & finguli univer ſis ſubduntur, But 
I deny that to be good here, which is ſuppoſed. Here is cer- 
tainly a Miſtake, and.a dangerons one in the Caſe. The Good 
ſuppoſed is, that the King muſt be thought to intend the 
Rnin of all his Subjects, but they that are,,or will turn Pa- 
piſts ;, and to prevent this Ruin, the Rights of the Lords and 
Commons, which depends on the very Conſtitution of the 
Realm, muſt be ſubverted. FI will anſwer therefore, that 
ſuch a Thought of the King, as this, is a wicked Thought, 
for it is againſt Charity. It is an Injuries Thought, for it 
is againſt the King's. conſtant Profeſop, both in his Declara- 
tion, and to every body, that he will not have Conſcience to 
be conſtrained; and to ſay he is not of that Principle which 
he avouches, is to make the moſt ſtedfaſt and fairhfal Prince, 
to be the deepeſt Diſlembler in the World. It is alſo a 
Fooliſh Thought, as if the King had a Purpoſe like to that 
in the-Apologue of the Sea, determining with it's Waves to 
invade the Trees upon the Hills, If the main Body of the 
Nation were Papiſts, there were ſome Senſe in theſe Fears ; 
but when it is ſo exceeding contrary, in that regard there 
is no reaſon for them. On the other lide, it is to be thought 
rather, and verily to be believed, that there are many wor- 
thy Gentlemen and Lords, that are Koman Catholics in the. 
Land; and as they ave Engliſh Swbjeits, they have Engliſh . 
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Hearts,and Bfigliſh Eſtates, who being ſenſible of the Frailty 
of Human Life, are wiiling to provide for themſaves and 
their Poſterity, by doing that to their Fellow-Diſſenters 
now under the Reign of a Catholic King, as they would have 
done to themunder the Reign ofa Succeſſor, who is like to 
be a Profeflant ; And an At for Univerſal Liberty of Con- 
ſcience,in:Repealing all the Penal Statutes about Religion, 
being their Intereſt in common with other Diſſenters, and 
Intereſt being a thing that will not lie, they may be truſted 
in this Matter. , 

But it is added by the Objeftor,. That the.Popſh Religi- 
on conſiſting in the Decrees of General Councils, confirm'd 
by the Pope, and the Council of Lateran having decreed the 
Extermination of all Heretics, we ſhall ſoon after the Taking 
off the Teſts .have a Popiſh Parliament trumpt up, who, to 
eſcape Damnation in the ext World, will be neceſſitated to 
deſtroy all Heretics withintheir Compaſs in this. ; 

. And here licththe ſtrength of the ObjeCtion, which 1 ſhall 
endeavor, withall the 'clearneſs I can to' enervate ; and to 
this end muſt befeech the Reader in the firſt place, to ob- 
ſerve the great Difference there is between the Engliſh Pa- 
piſt, and thoſe of: other Countries; for the Engliſh would 
never pay that Reſpect unto Foreign Councils, nor that Ho- 
mage to the Roman Pontiffs, which other Nations have done, 
and couſequently,that-our Country-men of the KRomiſh Com- 
munion are ot wnder the like Obligations of ſubmitting un- 
to the Decrees of General Councils, which other Papsfs are. 

Our Hiſtories and Law-Books do furniſh us with Inſtan- 
ces innumerable, t-at our Forefathers of the Romiſh Com- 
munion, boldly aſſerted the Kingdom of England to be an 
Abſolite Empire and Monarchy, conſiſting of one Head, which 
1s the King; and of a Body Politic, Compatt and Componnded 
of almoſt Infinite ſeveral, yet well agreeing Members, viz. the 
Clergyand Laity, both of them next, and unmediately under God, 
Subje& and Obedient tothe King their Head. 

And amoneg(t the Laws of St. Edward the Confellor, it 1s 
declar'd, © That the King, who is the Vicar of the higheſt 
« King [not of the Pope] -is ordain'd to this End, _ - 

ou 
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« ſhould Govern and Rule the Kingdom and People of the 
* Land,and above all things the Holy Church. Agd when the 
Pope would have Wiliam the Conquerer recognize his Sy- 
premacy, the King's Reply was, That he could not find that 
any of his Predecellors did ever part with that Jewel of the 
Crown, and he was therefore reſolv'd to keep it. And Wil- 
liam Rufus, his Son and Succeſlor in this Kingdom, declat'd, 
That he would rather part with half his Kingdom, than 
with the Supremacy. Nor would Henry the Firft, as Wil- 
liamWarleſtwaſt, elect Biſhop of Exeter, told the,Pope, loſe 
the Authority of Inveſting his Prelates for the Crown of 
the Realm. 

King Stephen had the Courage to ſeize into his Hands the 
Biſhop of Salisbury's Caſtles and Goods ; and altho' a Synod 
wascall'd by the Biſhop of Wincheſter, the Pope's Legat, and 
Complaint made to the Synod, yet the Clergy were at laſt 
compell'd to a Submiſſion to the King, Henry the T hird 
would by no means yield, that his Clergy were ſo much un- 
der the Pope's Condut, as not to be Proſecuted by the Se- 
cular Powers for Matters Criminal. King John alſo, till 
forſaken by his Nobles, w2s a valiant oppoſer of the Pope's 
Power. And the ſeveral ſucceeding Princes maintain'd their 
Supremacy with a like Courage,efpecially Edward the Third, 
and Richard the Second ; And; what is worthy of Obſervati- 
on, the ſevereſt Laws againſt Suing unto the Court of Rome 
without the King's leave, were EnaCtcd in the time of Rich. * 
the Second, even the Statute of Proviſors and Premunire. And 
thar the-Statutes made-in the Reigns of Henry the Eighth, 
Edward the Sixth, and Queen Elizaberh, were not [ntrodu- 

_ Rory'of any New Law, but Declaratory of the Ancient Law 
of the Land, viz. That this Kingdoms Imperial, is too plain 
to admft of theleaſt doubt. - | | dg 

And, as our Kings were*ever tender inthe. point of the 
Supremacy, and- would never part with it,' nor pay that re- 
gardto Foreign Laws that other Nations have done; in like 
manner it has been adjudged by a Popiſh Parliament, That 2+ 7. s, 
no Lawsof any Foreign Powers are of force in this Realm, cap. 23. 
unle6 they have been deviſed and obtaingd within it, or * 
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leſs, by fu ce of our Kings the People have taken" them 
vp at their Fee liberty, and by their own conſent let them 
be uſed amongſt them. The words of the Statute run thus; 
©Whereas theſe your Grace's Realms, recognizing wo Su- 
© perjor under God, but, only your Grace, have been, and 
are, free from SubjeCtion toany man's Laws, but only to 
ſuch as have been deviſed and obtained withinthis Realm, 
«for the Wealth of the ſame; or to ſuch others as, by 
© fafferance of your Grace, and your Progenitors,- the Peo- 
*ple of this your Realm havg takenat their free liberty by 
© their own conſent to be uſed/amongſt them, and have bound 
© themſelves by long Uſe and' Cuſtom to the Obſervance of 
© the ſame ; not as to the Obſervance of the Laws of any 
© Foreign Prince,Potentate,or Prelate, but as to the Cuſtomed 
*and Ancient Laws of this Realm, originally eſtabluhed as 
©Laws of the ſame, by the ſaid Sufferance, Conſents and 
Cuſtom, and none otherwiſe. | | 

" Sofar the Statute,declaring theJadgment of Roman Catho- 
tics, in Henry VIII's days; whence 1 thus argue, That no 
Deecrees of any Foreign Powers, whether thoſe of a General Coun- 


Gil, or of the Pope, are of force rot oneamney Srnmghhags y- 


them; And that the ſaying this is a Decree of Rome, or of any 
General Council, confirmed by. the Pope, « not ſufficient to 
oblige 1s to conclude that therefore an Engliſh Papiſt maſt ſubmit 
unto, and att in purſuance of it ; for until that Canon, or De- 
cree, be by the Authority of the Land placed amongſt our Laws, 
it doth not oblige the Roman Catholic of this K; : 
And that this has beentheſenſe of the Engliſh Roman Ca+ 
tholic before Henry VIII. iscafily evinced out of Sir Edwars 
Coke, who, in his Reports, declares, That by the anciemt Candws 
and Decrees of the Church of Rome, the Iſſue borx before the 
Solemmnization of Marriage, 4s as lawfully inberitable (Marriage 
following) as the Iſſue born after Marriage. But this. was never 
allowed or appointedin England, and therefore was never of -any 
force here. Arid this appeareth by the Statute of Merton, 
made in the 20th year of King Henry 111.-,where all-the Earls 
«1d Barons with one voice declare, That zþry will ng: change 
the Laws of England, which bitherto have been uſed and _-__ 
wed, 
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ved. Beſides, it's further to be obſerved, that in Henry III's 
time it was by the King, the Lord's Spiritual and, Temporal, 
and Commons in Parltament aſſembled, who: were all of the 
Roman Catholic Religion, declared, That the Body Spi- 
ritual, (namely the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and other Eccleſia- © 
ſtical Officers, reſiant within this Kingdom,' and) called the 
Engliſh Church, hath always been reputed, and alſo found, 
of that ſort, that both = Knowledge, Integrity, and ſufficiency 
of Number, it hath been always thought, apd is alſo at this 
hour, ſufficient, and meet of it ſelf, withour the intermedling 
of any Exterior Perſon or Perſons, to declare and determine 
all ſuch Doubts, and to adminiſter all ſuch Offices and Duties as 
to their Reoms Spiritxal doth appertain. 

So far the Statute 24 Hen. 8. c, 12. From whichlT infer, 
Thatas the Engliſh Papiſts differ from Foreign Papiſts, fa 
the reaſon they give for what they hold in contradiltinftiag 
to Foreizn Papilſts is very cogent and powerful. They 
need not apply themſelves to ary Foreign Power, becauſe 
they have always had at home perſons every way qualified 
to determine all their Doubts. 

And this was not only the Judgment of the Papiſts at this / 
time, but, as they declare, this has been the ſenſe oP their 
Forefathers ; for, ſay they, it las been abways reputed, ir 
has been always found, it has been always thought, hereto- 
fore as well as at this hour : and whoever will look back to 
the firſt words of the Statute, may ſee cauſe to conc:ude, 
that thus much they gathered out of the divers Authentic 
Hiſtories and Chronicles, which they conſulted. And that 
this muſt be eſteemed, eſpecially by the Church of England, 
to be the ſenſe of the Engliſh —_— is manifeſt from the 
whole ſcope of Archbiſhop Bramval's arguing againſt the 
Papiſts in YVindieation of the Church'of England, when he 
charges the Papiſts for making the firft Separation from 
Rome. The firlk Separation (faith he) was nat made by 
Proteſtants, but by Papilts 3 and he endeavors to jultific the 
Separation, by proving, that always the Engliih Papiſts 
eſteem'd themſelves a Church that did cyer renounce the 
Pope's Supremacy x and that what Henry Yi, did, was no 

F more 
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m_ than an aQting in purſuance of the ancient Law of the 
and, | 

Tothisof the Archbiſhop's Ladd, That if the firſt Sepa- 
ration from the Church of Rome was made by Papiſts, t 
it's the Judgment of Engliſh Papiſts that they do not ſtand 
oblig'd to any Forejgn Councils; 'tis their Judgment, that 
tho' they grant the Pope a Primacy of Order, yet that he 
ought not to have a Supremacy of Furiſdition ;, for the Crown 
of England is Imperial, and the Engliſh Biſhops are ſuffici- 
ently qualified to determine all matters of :doubt within 
themſelves : And this has been always their Judgment, and 
is ſoat thistime ; for our King, by a continued Exerciſe of 
his Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, afferts it to be a Jewel igherent 
in his Crown, and not to be parted with. 

This then being the avowed Principle of the Engliſh Pa- 
piſts, the mentioning the Decree of the Council of Lateran 
as what obliges them, before it is prov'd to have been re- 
ceived amongſt our Laws, cannot affeft us; for until it be 
taken in amongſt our Laws, it obliges not an Engliſh Papiſt, 
nor are they bound to take in this Decree —— our Laws, 
a8y ngre than they were anciently obliged to receive the 
Canonabout Baſtarady. 

Furthermore, whoever will look into this ObjeCtion, he 
mult needsſee it to be #//, as well as weak in the Foundation : 
For to give ſtrength to their Argument, it muſt be pre- 
ſumed, That either the Body of the People willturn Papiſt 
as ſoon as the Teſts are taken off, and chooſe none but Pa- 

iſtsto ſit in the following Parliament, ( for to ſay ſome 
ew may, for Preferment, does not reach the Caſe;) ora 
Parliament contrary to all Laws ſhall be impoſed upon w. To 


preſume the former, is to inſinuate, without the leaſt colour 


of Reaſon, that the Body of the Kingdom have nothing to 
ſay for their being Proteſtants, but this, That their Reli- 
gion is uppermoſt, and eſtabliſhed by Law ; and that there 
are ſuch Teſts impoſed on thoſe who ſit in Parliament, that 


Po is like never to be eſtabliſhed. But whatever may 


be ſaid of the Church of Ergland (of whom yet I have bet- 


ter thoughts) the world knows, that a great part of the 
Nation, 


Laws and Teſts about Religion: 

Nation, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the Penal Laws; 
could not be perſuaded tocloſe with the Church of England, 
becauſe there was ſo much Popery init; and it's to be ſup- 
poſed they'Ilabide fo firmto the Proteſtant Religion, when 
they are in nodanger of Sufferings, as they did when they 
ſuffer'd fo very much: And it muſt be further conſidered, 
That theſe Difſenters, when Penal Laws hung over their: 
heads, and they were in conſtant danger of being immedi- 
ately deſtroyed by them, did even then appear ſo vigorouſly 
in the chooſing their Repreſentatives, as to carry it for 
three Parliaments ſucceſſively , againſt the Papiſt and 
Church of Ergland too; and it's not to bedoubted but that 
when the Penal Lawsare taken off, they'll not be lefs Able; 
nor leſs Induſtrious, to chooſe ſuch to ſit in Parliament, as 
ſhall be far from introducing the Lateran Decree into their 
Laws for extirpating the Proteſtant Religion, | 

If, on the other hand, it ſhall be urged, That a Parlia- 
ment contrary to the Fundamentals of our Conſtitution ſhall 
be impoſed on us by Regal Authority, (which is a thing, the 
thoughts whereof ſhould be abhorr'd by every good Suh- 
je&t ); it cannot be apprehended to be more Legal hereafter, 
than ſuch a Parliament preſently choſen, & made up of whom- 
ſoever He pleaſes without taking the Teſt : And, conſide- 
ring that our King is aged, if ſuch a thing were deſign'd, 
would it not be the Papiſts Intereſt to take that courſe im- 
mediately ? And ſeeing they take it not zow, may we not 
conclude rationally, that they'll not do it hereafter ? And 
yet farther, if this were ſuppoſed as to the Houſe of: Com- 
n:ons, the Houſe of Lords, for all that, are-ſo many of. 
'em Proteſtant, and out-ballancing the Papiſts, that, unleſs 
we will refleft on our Nobility as well as on His Majeſty, 
and the Body of the Nation, and ſay, That as ſoon as the 
Teſts are taken off they'll be all Papiſts alſo, there isno fear 
of ſuch a matter. 

Again, the Papi/ts alſo muſt be preſum'd to be all fallen 
under the moſt ſtrange deliration and madneſs imaginable ; 
ſeeing otherwiſe they muſt know, that if they declare them- 


ſelves to be for vjolent Methods, .- make any ſuch attempt, 
'2 it 


IF 
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it muſt be with the greateſt diſadvantages to themſelves ; 
or it- is-as if Five men would encounter a Thouſand : And 
they mult conſider how much ſuch an Attempt would en- 
rage the. whole Kingdom, and how uncertain they are of 
compaſling their end in this King's Reign z and how eaſie 
is it for the Proteſtants, under a Succeſlor of their Religion, 
to deſtroy the Papilts ? So that the very Attempt would 
but prepare their Families and Poſlterity for a Sacrifice un- 
der a Proteſtant Succellor. 

If then there be any wiſe men of Eſtates among them, 
that can influence, they'll ſee it their Intereſt, and make ir 
their Endeavor, if poſlible, to Eſtabliſh Liberty of Conſci- 
ence on a Rock that can never be moved. And altho? ſome 
may ſay, that the Prieſts and Jeſuits are a Fiery-ſpirited 
People, whoare for puſhing on to violence z yer it's mani- 
feſt that our Popiſh Gentry heretofore were never ſo Prieſt- 
riddenas to regard the Prieits Humor more than their own 
Safety, and on all occaſions have demonſtrated fo much: 
For, even in Richard TI's Reign, when Braybrook the Biſhop 
of London ( being then Lord Chancellor) ſent out, among 
the Statutes then to be publiſh'd by the Sheriffs of Counties, 
a Statute for the perſecuting the Lolſars,- the Commons, 
being the year following called to fit in Parliament, pre- 
ferr'd a Bill, reciting the ſaid ſuppoſed Act ; and, to uſe 
Sir Edward Coke's words, conſtantly affirmed, That they 
never aſlented thereunto, and therefore deſired that the 
ſuppoſed Statute might be aniented, and declared void ; for 
they proteſted that it was never their intent to bind them. 
ſelves and their Succeſſors to the Prelates, more than their An. _- 
6cſtors had done in times paſt ;, and hereunto the King gave his 
Royal Aſſent in theſe words, Ppleiſt au Roy, And as the 
Commons would not then conſent to the making Laws againſt 
the Lollards, ſo they endeavor'd, both in the Reigns of 
Richard Il. and Henry IV.” the diſpoſſeſſing the Clergy of 
Church-Lands; and in Henry V. prevailed ſo far, as to 
ſuppreſs the Friers Aliants, whoſe Lands were united to the 
Crown; and, had it not. been for their War with France, 
and the Contention between the two Houſes of Yorkand Lax- 


caſter, 
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caſter; it's probable, that before Zenry VIIT's time, the inſolence of the 
Clergy had been (o [everely check'd, as it was done by that GreatPrinc:, 
We mull not therefore judge of our King aad Popiſh Gentry by Fa» 
reign Papiits, nor by hot-headed Prielts at home; but mult remember, 
2s a little before I noted, that Engliſh Blood runs in their Veins, and 
that they'll labor to excell a!) their Progenitors in thoſe Vertues that 
have raiſed them co an Honor and Glory Immortal ; eſpecially conlide- 
ring *tis His Majety's Principle to be foc Liberty of Conſcience. 

But if the Engliſh Papilts had b2e:i ſo Bloody as the © bjeftion ſug- 
geſts, Icannot lee how the conc .1uing the preſent Teſts can indubita- 
bly prevent the feared milchief; ior in the Te'ls there is not one word 
againlt Periecution, and a man that takes theſe Telts may, notwith- 
Itanding any thing in them, be as ſevere in fetching Blood from Difſen- 
ters in Keligion, ayever any of the Heathen Perſecutors have been : 
Aud the whole that can be ſaid is this, That the Church of Zngland 
would exgroſs all Verſecuting Power into het own hands ; for all her care 
is tokeep all others out of. the Government, .þut nocare tak. n to pre» 
vent the making Laws for the extremeſt Perſecution. And if, as a 
Book, lately publi.:.'d by 0.:e of the Church of England, 
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afkrms, there be an innumerable Coinpany - amongſt 
the Papilts, who believe not Tranſubftamiation; why may 
it not be ſuppoſed poſſible. for our Engliſh Papiſt+ to fall 
in with them in this point, and with ſume others oi that 
Communion, who juilge the Invocation an” Adoration 
of the Virgia Mary, as generally nſed in the Church of 

ome, to be Supcrititivus an4 Idolatrous, and fo take 
theſe Telts, and leap into the Government, and enact 
Bloudy Laws againlt all thoſe who won't ſubmit unto the 
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Pope, and receive the other controverted parts of Po» 

ry? It's manifeſt that our Engliſh Papifts are for the 
breetning methods in moſt points of DoGtrin ; and tho? 
I thiak that this is not very - probable, yet_it being as 
probable as what the <.;bjeQion intimates, it may te as fairly urged, 
And we have the greatelt reaſcx to'ſay, that if it be only extermina- 
ting Laws that the Church of Exgland are afraid of, another Tef 
againlt all ſuch Bloody Pcinciples and Practices will more effectually 
ſecure us. 

This is enough to give SatisfaCtion to the Objection ; however, I will 
ex abundamti ad ſomewhat more , and conſider what may. be ſaid toirt 
with ceference to an Expedient to prevent the Miſchiefs that are invent- 
ed, and ſuppoy'd to follow from the taking away the 7ef#s,and then fear'd, 
unleſs One only Way be taken, which is ſo high a One, as canrot he ho. 
ped, and I mult anſwer, that I doubt not but there are many Ways tobe 
foundout by the Wiſdom of a Parliament, to anticipate any Deſign of 
getting a future Parliament of Papiſts that ſhall ſet up Yopery by a 
Law, For what if it were offered to His Majelty, that they will com- 


ply 
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ply to have all the Laws againſt Papiſts and Diſſenters to be totally re+ 
led, reſerving the Te# only upon the Two Houſes during the King's 
eign, and that then the Tef# ſhall ceaſe alſo ? If the King would con» 
ſentto this, which is a great deal leſs than what this Gentleman hath 
hinted, might we not be ſure that the Papiſts ſhall never be ina capa- 
city to make Laws for the Extirpation of Proteftants ? If the King 
would not be pleas'd with this, but propoſe ſomething himſelf in ex- 
change of the Telt, which ſhould be a better Defence againſt this ſup- 
pvlcd Danger than that is, ſhould we not be willing to have the Mud- 
w.l/thrown down, ſolong as we may have a Brick-walt for it about our 
Houle? Nay, what if upon ſuch an At once paſs'd, as gives Quiet to 
the Land, the King ſhould afterward ſee no need of another Parliament, 
and reſolve to have none till he ſaw need, would not this ObjeCtion be 
then ſolv'd and confounded alone by that ? Beſides, who is there certain, 
let him be what Contriver he will, that he ſhall live to ſee another Par- 
liament after the next ? Are not the Lives of Princes in God's hand, as 
well as thoſe of the meaneſt men ; and are there not a thonfand Acci- 
dents that may intervene, and ent the deepeſt Machinations of 
ſuch as think themſelves moſt wite 7 Is there nothing to be allowed to 
the Volubility of Human Afﬀairs, and the Providence of God ? Let an 
Indulgence be enaGted; and 5 it not good that there be Peace and Truth in 
our days? (as Hezekiab ſaid.) Again, if another Parliament be called, 
let but free Elefion be ſecured, and falſe Returns prevented, and that 
alone will go far to do the Buſineſs. 

But the great thing I infift on, is the King's ſolemn and oft repeated 
Declaration, that it's not only the giving us Eaſe during his Majeſty's 
Reign, that he deſigns, but that a Parliemem, in Concurrence with him, 
may Settle Liberty of Conſcience on ſuch a Bottom, as may never be mo- 
ved. For let any thing be invented by the Wiſdom of Parliament, that 
may be but equitably offer'd for the ſecuring ſuch an AC never to be 
infring*d, we may be ſure he willgrant it. The King would fain leave 
with his Subjects ſuch a Aagne Charrs for the ſecuring them the Li» 
berty of their Conſciences, as they have for their Civil Liberties, and 
Property. His Majefty his obſerv'd the doleful Effects of Perſecution 
for Conſcience ſake, and the Miſchiefs of Penal Laws for Meer Religi- 
On, and finds no way ſo likely to Eſtabliſh an Univerſal Peace and 
Tranquillity amongſt his SubjeRts, as the taking off all Penal Laws for 
Religion. But there are a ſort of Men in the Nation, I mean ſome of the 
Engliſh Clergy, who think they can live no longer than they have leave to 
Perſecute others ; and they infinuate into the Minds of Men all that is 
bad of his Majeſty, and make diſmal Outcties, as if Perſecution was 
the only Bulwark of the Proteflant Religion. And that the Protefant 
Difſenters (to their own hurt) may be enſnar'd to an Agreement with 
them in this Point, they tell *em, Take off the Telts, and Popery 
will break in as a Flood. And altho* the Church of Exgland can more: 
eaſily deſtroy the Proteftant Diſſenter ia one; Year, and probably _ 


ifever a Church-of-Exglend Succeſſor enters the Throne before the Pe. 


nal Laws be vacated, than the Papifts can in twenty Years: Yet this 


Noiſe of a Popiſh Perſecution 15 made uſe -of to frighten the Dil- 
ſeater into ſo fatal an Infatuation, as to be content with the bearing on 
of a certain and grievouſly-complain'd of Burden, for fear of one un- 
certain and improbable. 

And if this can't be helpt,ſd that neither the Church of Exglaud men,nor 
Proteflam Diflenters will exerciſe w Patience in giving the King Cre- 
dit, when he —_— the Senſe of his Soul, and his Defires of ſuch a 
Parliament,and ſuch an Expedient,that may anſwer the great Ends both 

himſelf and all good Subjects ; If meerly, 1 ay, to eſcape a fancy'd 

er,our Nobility and Gentry will be Reſolute in their Adherence to 
the Penal Laws and Teſts, and will not attend to any Offers to be made 
for an Accommodation, unleſs ſuch a one of this Gentlemans, as perhaps 
cannot be graated, 1 would humbly propoſe to their Conſideration, 
what have the fatal Miſchiefs of ſuch a prevailing Obſtinacy a» 
mongſt . the SubjeQs, with regard to our two late Kings, Charles the 
Firſt, and'therles the Second, and do pray Almighty God to prevent 
the like amongſt us, who are under the Government of ſo Excellent a 
Prince, It cannot be yet forgotten, that in Charles the Firſt's Reign, 
after a Cruel Bloody-Civil War, Propoſitions were ſent the King, to 
which his Mayery of Blefled Memory, gave an Anſwer (© full, as could 
not but give Satisfation to the molt unreaſonable Men of the Parlia- 
ment Party ; yet thoſe who deſign'd the Death of that Great Prince, 
blew off all with this Reply, /t's true, the K ing bs granted all we can defrre, 
but as ſoon as be is ſetled again in the Government, be'l] recall all, and all that 
be bas gramed will be 10 little purpoſe. And thus they brake off all Trea- 
ties, and brought the King to the Elock, and the whole Kingdom into 
Confuſion. But becauſe many are yet alive, who have drunk deep of the 
Miſeries our Nobles and Gentry were then expos'd unto, I need not 
ſtay on a particular rehearſal of theſe things. 

Again, in the Reign of his late Majeſty, there was a Party moſt Re- 
ſolute in their Adherence to the Bil of Excluſion, which the late King 
ſaw caule to be as firmly againſt : But tv prevent their Fears and Jea- 
louſies, he would grant 'em any thing they ſhould Preſent unto him 
for the ſecuring the Prorefext Religion, and the eafing the Protefax 
Diſfſenter. And what was the iflue of the Adherence unto that Bill, 
bnt Ruin to the whole Kingdom ? For from this Bill all the Confuſions, 
Conſpiracies, and Rebellions, to the DeltruCtion of Thouſands in the 
Nation, had thelr Riſe. 

His preſent Majeſty ſees as much reaſon to be for the taking off all 
the Penal Laws, and ſo the veryTef; themſelves ; and1 cannot but be of 
Opinion, that the Nobility and Wiſe Men of the Nation, will there» 
fore weigh the Matter inall it's Circumſtances, and learn from the Two 
laſt Reigns, nat to fall into the ſame obltinate Oppoſition to his Majeſty. 


But conſidering his Majeſty gives us the firongelt Afurances to FT" 
Ll- 
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ſbeken, that fo hor Pap, (rior Chureb of -Bugland, -nor-any othiry 
 Perſecute the reſt of the People for their ces; [will wiſely 


ſul go a0-Expalicer haomay tompeſs ſv RoVſe © Deſign of Good to th 
whole Kingdom, and fally demon tyatety the-whol&W of,” that the 
is nothing of Argument in the Objettiong That there is nothitiy bur 
GroundieſkFulouſe 2nd N-defion iti ths cha ſtick ſo vefy-much on it, 
For if there beany Trait the King} and Tywſenee in the Natioft, Uh 
@a#be nathing inall this Noiſe. And'becatit his Majetly is knovn to 
the whole World to be molt Reſoly'd i an ph Fre ord, andthe 
Noblesand Gentryof tho Nationars Renown'd for thett Wifdom, how. 
Gomes it to paſs that oar fealouſies owt ceaſe ?” Sitrbly the'Gentleman 
that has ſent me the ObjeRions,- cannot 'but refle(t W##,” who having 
coampart>theCaſe of the-Prozeftins Difſenter to the Lepers of 'Samaritz, 
pult be alſo ſpppos'd to prefer their Wiſdom, who ſhall be Teady te 
venture upon Preſent Relief from # Parliament concurring with his 
Majelty.. tha' of the Romew-Catholic Communion, rather than expoſe 
themaſclves to the affur'd: Miſery that mult zttend the Contimaance of 
the Penal Laws and Tefts. 'Eſpeciallyif we cottfider the Atraritages 
this is like to bring to all Parties: ifi the Peace and Flovrifhing of our 
Country, whereinevery one is equally concern'd,” and which therefore 
made theKing deliver that Saying (with which 1 ſhalt condude my whole 
Argument) thus, Thes-Perſon cannot be a true Engliſhmen bt bis Reart,, 
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pbo 5s nor for Liberty of Conſcience, 


